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Ladakh Marathon draws 6,200 participants in its 11th edition, showcases commitment to

Nenzes Chodon

LEH: The Ladakh Marathon, one
of the world’s highest and most
challenging marathons, attracts
participants from around the globe,
testing not only physical endurance
but also the ability to compete at
high altitudes. This year marked
the 11th edition of the event, which
saw approximately 6,200 registra-
tions from 24 countries and 28 In-
dian states. Held from September 4
to September 8, the marathon was
organized by RIMO Expeditions in
collaboration with AIIMS, FIT In-
dia, Abbot World Marathon Majors,
and various local and national part-
ners.

The event placed a strong emphasis
on environmental consciousness,
with notable initiatives such as the
use of steel plates, reusable glass
bottles donated by Bisleri, and a ban
on single-use plastic. Runners were
encouraged to bring their own hy-
dration packs to reduce waste, and
students were able to register for
free by contributing 20 used plastic
bottles.

At the closing ceremony, Ladakh’s
Lieutenant Governor, Brig. (Dr.)
B. D. Mishra (Retd.), expressed his
desire to see Ladakh’s youth excel
in sports and highlighted his com-
mitment to supporting the region’s
athletes. He also congratulated the
participants and winners, express-
ing hope for increased participation
and improved performance in future
editions.

Chewang Mutup, founder and race
director of the Ladakh Marathon,
thanked the various stakeholders

success, noting the achievement of
important safety milestones with
no serious medical incidents report-
ed. He also acknowledged the UT
Administration and LAHDC, Leh,
for increasing the total prize mon-
ey to 341,60,000 from last year’s
%13,50,000, which is expected to
inspire greater participation.

The marathon
offered a range
of events, from
the grueling Silk
Route Ultra Chal-
lenge (122 km at
17,618 ft) and the
Khardungla Chal-
lenge (72 km at
17,618 ft) to a Full g
Marathon,  Half
Marathon, and
shorter races.

Rigzin Gyurmeth,
last year’s Khar-
dungla Challenge
winner, secured
first place in the
Silk Route Ultra Challenge (Men’s
Open, 122 km) with a record-break-
ing time of 13:19:16, surpassing
the previous record by 2 hours, 8
minutes, and 37 seconds. He was
followed by Tsewang Kundan, who
finished in 15:14:11, and Jigmet
Stobdan, who took third place with
a time of 15:53:12.

In the Women’s Open category,
Tenzin Dolma clinched the top spot
with a time of 17:03:15, also break-
ing the previous year’s record by 2
hours, 8 minutes, and 37 seconds.
She was followed by Shikha Pahwa
in 19:25:39, and Sufiya Sufi Runner,

sustainability
20:36:19.

In the Men’s Veteran category,
Kailash finished first with a time
of 19:44:53. He was followed by
Ankush P. Lokhande in 20:23:13,
and Shivendra Singh Bisht, who
took third place with a time of
21:41:33.

Jigmet Namgial, a previous position
holder in last year’s full marathon,
secured 1Ist place in the Khardun-
gla Challenge Men’s Open with a
time of 5:41:36. He was followed
by Stanzin Wangchuk, who fin-
ished 2nd in 6:57:32, and Nawaz
Hussain, who took 3rd place with a
time of 7:07:24. In Women’s Open,
Namgyal Lhamo finished 1st with a
time of 9:26:59. She was followed
by Skalzang Dolma, who took 2nd
place in 10:45:27, and Anja Wolf,
who finished 3rd with a time of
11:26:19.

In the Khardungla Challenge Men’s

wal claimed 1st place with a time
of 9:00:55, followed by Marco
Kuehhirt in 2nd place with a time
of 9:10:55, and PK Seetaram, who
took 3rd with a time of 10:32:12.
In Women’s Veteran category, Asha
Singh finished 1st with a time of
11:27:02. Andrea Ricarda Witzel
secured 2nd place in 12:14:10, and
i Sharvari  Raja
-~ Kher took 3rd
‘with a time of
12:52:05.

Participants also

had the option
to compete in
shorter distanc-
es, including the
42.195 km Full
Marathon, which
is the world’s
highest AIMS-
IAAF  certified
marathon; the
21.097 km Half
Marathon; and
the 11.2 km Run
Open. These races took place in and
around Leh city, extending to its
outskirts. The “Run for Fun” Chal-
lenge, the shortest race at 5 km and
held at an altitude of 11,500 ft, saw
large numbers of participants, in-
cluding many beginners.

In the 42 km Full Marathon Open
Female category, Disket Dolma
from Nidar Nyoma emerged as the
winner with a time of 03:33:41. She
was followed by Jigmet Dolma in
2nd place with a time of 03:59:16
and Namgyal Lamo in 3rd place
with a time of 04:22:11. In the Full
Marathon Open Male category,

with a time of 02:44:06. Anil Jindal
finished 2nd in 03:02:28, and Man-
zoor Hussain took 3rd place with a
time of 03:06:42.

In the Veteran Female category,
Shamala Manmohan finished 1st,
with Monika Rohrlack and Mary
Joshy taking 2nd and 3rd plac-
es, respectively. In male category,
Yaswant Rawat finished 1st with a
time of 04:23:46. Ashok Popli and
Randeep Arora secured 2nd and 3rd
places, with a gap of just one minute
between them.

For the 21.97 km Open Female cat-
egory, Tashi Ladol from Skindyang
village won with a time of 01:29:52.
Stanzin Chondol came in 2nd at
01:34:03, and Stanzin Dolkar fin-
ished 3rd with a time of 01:34:11,
just 9 seconds behind the 2nd place.
In Open Male -category, Tsetan
Namgyal and Tsewang Nangdan
from the Indian Army finished 1st
and 2nd, respectively, with times
of 01:17:35 and 01:17:59. Anurag
Konkar secured 3rd place with a
time of 01:18:27.

Vidya Sundareswara took 1st place
in the Veteran Female category with
a time of 02:08:34. Sumita Balooni
finished 2nd in 02:23:11, and Dr.
Antje Kramer took 3rd place with
a time of 02:53:45. In the Veteran
Male category, Sukhjinder Jaspal
finished 1st with a time of 02:04:15,
followed by Swapan Das in 2nd
place with a time of 02:05:48, and
Deepak Raja in 3rd with a time of
02:06:06.

for their contributions to the event’s

who finished third with a time of

Veteran category, Shivanand Dang-

‘Delhi Chalo Padyatra’ launched to push for
Ladakh’s key demands amid MHA delays

Nenzes Chodon

LEH: Amidst the ongoing de-
lay by the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) in resuming
talks with the Apex Body and
the Kargil Democratic Alliance
(KDA) on Ladakh’s 4-point
agenda—Statehood, Sixth
Schedule status, a dedicated
Public Services Commission
(PSC), and two Parliamenta-
ry seats for Ladakh— around
80 people in support of Apex
body Leh are on foot march to
national capital. The march,
‘Delhi Chalo Padhyatra’ or-
ganised by Apex Body Leh is
headed by Ramon Magsaysay
awardee Sonam Wangchuk.

On August 24, the Leh Apex
Body announced the start of
a Padhyatra (foot march) to
Delhi, aiming to raise aware-
ness about Ladakh’s demands
and urging the government
to resume stalled dialogue.
The Padhyatra is scheduled to
reach Delhi by October 2, the
birth anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi. The journey began
on September 1 from Martyrs
Memorial Park in Leh, with
numerous volunteers partici-
pating and others coming out
to see them off.

A larger number elderly partic-
ipants were seen in the march
and a lesser number of youth
participants. Most of the par-
ticipants are highly encourag-
ing the youths to join as unem-
ployment is one of the reasons
that has led to the movement
along with other agendas.

Despite the Padyatra being for
the greater good of Ladakh,
the absence of KDA members
has raised concerns among
many. KDA has assured that it
will join the Yatra at the Delhi
borders. However, the ques-

Volunteers of Delhi Chalo Padyatra.

tion remains: why couldn’t
KDA join the Padyatra from
Leh itself, given that its mem-
bers could have participated
conveniently? On the third
day, as volunteers completed
75 km, KDA held a press con-
ference announcing their plan
to join the Yatra in Delhi on
September 30 and participate
with Sonam Wangchuk at Ra-
jghat on October 2.

Upon reaching Taglang-la,
one of Ladakh’s highest pass-
es, Sonam Wangchuk high-
lighted the impact of climate
change, noting the rapid melt-
ing of glaciers even at high
altitudes. He appealed to the
Prime Minister of India to pro-
tect the fragile ecosystem un-
der the Sixth Schedule of the
Indian Constitution and made
a global appeal to reduce car-
bon emissions, as the climate
clock indicates less than five
years before reaching a point
of irreversible damage.

On the 11th day of the march,
the Padhyatra participants
reached Serchu and Bharatpur
(Himachal Pradesh), where

they received a warm wel-
come, including shelter and
food. As they descended from
the 15,910 ft height, the resi-
dents of Zing Zing Bar (Him-
achal Pradesh) greeted them
traditionally, presenting Kha-
taks and performing a Smoke
Offering ritual.

During their ten days with-
in Ladakh’s UT territory, the
administration and Hill Coun-
cil of Leh did not address the
participants’ health concerns.
In contrast, the Keylong and
Lahaul-Spiti  administration
in Himachal Pradesh provid-
ed medical aid and check-ups,
sending doctors and an am-
bulance to care for the volun-
teers. Sonam Wangchuk, on
behalf of everyone, expressed
heartfelt gratitude to the Him-
achal Pradesh administration
for their support and initiative.
Sonam Wangchuk expressed
disappointment with the Lada-
kh administration’s attitude to-
ward its citizens but conveyed
sincere thanks to the Keylong
and Lahaul-Spiti administra-
tion for their concern and as-
sistance.

Nawang Tsering secured Ist place

...continues on page 2
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Union Home Secretary discusses developmental challenges and initiatives in Ladakh
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Union Home Secretary, Govind Mohan convening meeting with the officials of UT Ladakh.

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

LEH: Union Home Secretary,
Govind Mohan, in the pres-
ence of the Lieutenant Gover-
nor of Ladakh, Brigadier (Dr)
BD Mishra (Retd), reviewed
the progress of developmental
works and Central Flagship
Schemes in the Union Territory
of Ladakh on September 8.

LG Mishra highlighted the
unique geographical and cli-
matic challenges faced by the
people of Ladakh, noting the
extreme conditions and the
short working season of just
five to six months. Despite
these constraints, he assured
that the Ladakh Administration
remains committed to complet-
ing all developmental projects
within the limited working
season. He further emphasized

the Administration’s year-round
efforts to ensure the well-being
and development of Ladakh’s
citizens.

Advisor to the LG, Dr. Pawan
Kotwal, expressed his gratitude
to Union Home Secretary Gov-
ind Mohan for his visit and de-
livered a detailed presentation
on the implementation of three
new criminal laws in Ladakh,
enforced from July 1, 2024. He
highlighted the workshops and
awareness programs conducted
across the region to familiarize
the people of Ladakh with these
laws, alongside extensive pub-
licity campaigns via electronic,
print, and social media. Dr. Kot-
wal also informed that the first
FIR under the new laws was
registered in Kargil on the day

they came into effect.

Additionally, key issues related
to infrastructure and manpow-
er in Ladakh were presented.
Dr. Kotwal underscored the re-
gion’s need for additional per-
sonnel and the creation of new
posts, while also discussing
public safety measures imple-
mented by the UT Administra-
tion to ensure the security and
well-being of Ladakh’s resi-
dents.

The Advisor elaborated on the
administrative setup of Ladakh,
including steps taken to em-
power the Ladakh Autonomous
Hill Development Council
(LAHDC) in local governance
and decision-making. He also
provided an overview of the UT

administration’s initiatives to
improve governance, promote
transparency, and deliver effi-
cient public services. Moreover,
he highlighted the progress and
impact of the Government of
India’s flagship schemes in La-
dakh, particularly in infrastruc-
ture development and public
services.

Public employment challenges
were also addressed, with Dr.
Kotwal outlining efforts to cre-
ate job opportunities and resolve
employment-related issues in
the region. He highlighted La-
dakh’s ongoing carbon-neutral
initiatives, designed to promote
sustainable growth while mini-
mizing environmental impact.
Updates were also provided on
road projects aimed at improv-
ing connectivity in Ladakh’s
high-altitude, rugged terrain.

The Advisor further discussed
various initiatives led by the
UT Administration in sectors
such as tourism, agriculture,
dairy, handloom, and handi-
crafts, which are vital for La-
dakh’s economic development
and the promotion of its cultur-
al heritage. He informed about
the proposed 24x7 water sup-
ply project in Leh and Kargil
to provide uninterrupted water
supply to residents, as well as
the latest developments on the
establishment of a Medical Col-
lege in Leh to enhance health-

care in the region.

Mohan instructed the Home
Department to expedite the is-
suance of remaining notifica-
tions for the new criminal laws
in Ladakh. He urged the con-
cerned administrative secretar-
ies to ensure timely completion
of targets for various Central
Flagship Schemes. Additional-

ly, he emphasized the need fora .
In the Veteran Female 11.2 km category, Rinchen Wang-

meeting with the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) to assess
the progress of road infrastruc-
ture projects.

Recognizing the cultural sig-
nificance of Ladakh, Govind
Mohan directed the Secretary
of the Culture Department to

collaborate with the Archaeo- :

logical Survey of India (ASI)
for the protection, preservation,
and renovation of ancient mon-

uments in the region. He also :
spoke with the Director General

of Tourism regarding the de-
velopment of Chumathang hot
springs as a site for internation-
al-level medical tourism, lever-

aging the traditional Sowa-Rig- :

pa healing system.

He concluded by stating that he

would convene a review meet- : |
ing with the Secretaries of rel-

evant ministries to address and
resolve the issues highlighted
by the UT administration.

Ladakh wins best performing state award under PM Svanidhi
First Lady Neelam Mishra distributes Praise awards

First Lady Neelam Mishra distributing ‘Praise Awards’to beneficiaries, acknowl-
edging their success under the PM Svanidhi Scheme.

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

LEH: The Housing and
Urban Development De-
partment organized the
‘Praise Awards 2023-24°
ceremony on September 9
at Eco-Park, Main Market
Leh. The event recognized

Ladakh’s achievement as
the Best Performing State
in the Small State & UT
category under the PM
Svanidhi Scheme at the
national level.

Executive Officer, Munic-
ipal Committee Leh, Stan-
zin Rabgyas, highlighted
that Ladakh secured the
top position within four
years of the scheme’s in-

ception. He encouraged

more beneficiaries to take
advantage of the scheme to
support and expand their
small businesses.

First Lady of Ladakh,
Neelam Mishra, served as
the Chief Guest, while Ex-
ecutive Councillor Ghu-
lam Mehdi was the Guest
of Honour. The event was
also attended by Princi-
pal Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development
Department, Sanjeev Kh-
irwar, Director of Urban
Local Bodies, Moses Kun-
zang, along with other dis-
tinguished guests.

In his welcome address,
Director Moses Kunzang
briefed the audience on the
PM Svanidhi Scheme and
encouraged street vendors
to participate. He empha-
sized the department’s
efforts to empower local
vendors, assist them in
branding their products,

and collaborate with banks
to ensure the scheme’s
success. Additionally, he
announced the develop-
ment of winter-friendly
bus stops in Leh and Kar-
gil, featuring cafes run by
Self Help Groups and pub-
lic toilet facilities.

Executive Councillor
Ghulam Mehdi lauded
the achievements of the
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Department, stat-
ing that the PM Svanidhi
Scheme has significantly
supported small street ven-
dors. He also noted that
such initiatives will con-
tribute to Ladakh’s long-
term economic indepen-
dence.

First Lady Neelam Mishra
underscored the vital role
street vendors play in so-
ciety, particularly focusing
on the importance of em-
powering women entre-

preneurs. She advocated
for the formation of Self
Help Groups and Cooper-

atives to further upgrade : X
. : commenced in Astana, Ka-
businesses and enhance : ?

product quality, which in
turn would increase sales
and contribute to the ven-
dors’ independence.

casion, the First Lady dis-
tributed ‘Praise Awards’
to  beneficiaries and
banks, acknowledging
their success under the
PM Svanidhi Scheme.
Students from New Mil-

lennium School and Up- tries and 4,000 athletes

i competing across various

per Leh performed cul-
tural presentations, and
a nukkad natak by the

Women’s Theatre and
Cultural Group raised ‘:
awareness about the :

scheme among the gener-
al public. The event saw
enthusiastic participation

from the local commu- :

nity.

CEC and DC review progress of new do-
mestic terminal at KBR Airport, Leh

Chairman/CEC Adv. Tashi Gyalson during an official visit to the construction site
of the new Domestic Terminal Building at Kushok Bakula Rinpoche (KBR) Airport

in Leh.

Reach Ladakh Correspondent
LEH: Chairman/CEC
Adv. Tashi  Gyalson

and DC/CEO Santosh
Sukhadeve undertook an
official visit to the con-
struction site of the new
Domestic Terminal Build-
ing at Kushok Bakula
Rinpoche (KBR) Airport
in Leh on September 11.
The visit was aimed at as-
sessing the advancement
of geothermal works and
reviewing the final touch-
es being applied to the
terminal, which is antici-
pated to become a model
of sustainable airport in-
frastructure in India.

Abhishek Kumar Singh,
AGM of Engineers India
Ltd., delivered the pre-
sentation. The meeting
was attended by Vinay-
aka Moorti, Engineer In
Charge at the Airport Au-
thority of India; Raman-
deep, APD of Leh; and
representatives from the
working agency M/s SP-
CPL.

The new terminal, span-
ning 23,810 square me-

ters, is designed to handle
up to 3.2 million passen-
gers annually. It features
comprehensive facilities
to manage peak hour traf-
fic and includes a modern
check in counter and secu-
rity system.

During the visit, the offi-
cials noted that the util-
ity buildings have seen
significant progress, with
RCC (Reinforced Cement
Concrete) works complet-
ed across all floors and
AAC (Autoclaved Aerat-
ed Concrete) block walls
finished.

Additionally, cable tray
installations in  these
buildings are complete.
In the terminal building
itself, RCC work has been
finalized for all levels. In-
terior AAC block work is
mostly done, with some
modifications still pend-
ing. Roofing work is near-
ing completion, with 95%
of the bottom liner sheets
installed. Cable trays have
been laid in the utility
tunnel, which is also fin-

ished, and other essen- :
tial structures, such as i

the STP (Sewage Treat-
ment Plant) have been

completed. The terminal :

will feature an advanced
geothermal-based HVAC
system, which will con-
tribute significantly to
its sustainability. Exca-
vation work is ongoing
for the city side terminal
building roof.

CEC and DC also planted
a tree at the new airport
complex as part of the

symbolic “Ek Pedh Maa :

Ke Naam” campaign ini-
tiated by the Prime Min-

ister. This act continues :
to support and promote

the campaign’s objec-
tives.
This ambitious project

is poised to set a new
benchmark for airport
infrastructure, combining
modern design with sus-
tainability. The visit high-
lights the commitment
to ensuring the project’s
successful and
completion.

timely

Outstanding achievements honored at Dis-
trict award ceremony in Leh

) 0

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

LEH: The LAHDC Leh
hosted the District Award
Investiture Ceremony
on September 9, after a
two-year hiatus, to honor
individuals whose excep-
tional contributions have
significantly impacted the
community and their re-
spective fields.

The event was graced by
Chairman/CEC, LAHDC
Leh, Tashi Gyalson; Dy.
Chairman, Tsering Angc-
huk; Executive Councillor
for Minority Affairs, Ghu-
lam Mehdi; Executive
Councillor for RDD, Tashi
Namgyal Yakzee; Exec-
utive Councillor for Cul-
ture, Stanzin Chosphel;
Councillors of LAHDC
Leh; DC/CEO, LAHDC
Leh, Santosh Sukhadeve;
Councillors of different
constituencies; ADDC
Leh, Sonam Norbu; ADC
Ghulam Mohd; CPO Tse-
wang Gyalson; Accounts
Officer, Leh Zulfikar Ali,
along with officers, offi-
cials, awardees, and their
families.
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The ceremony highlighted
the achievements of sev-
eral outstanding individu-
als. Among the awardees,
Jigmet Wangchuk was
recognized for his pivot-
al work in public health.
Attaullah Khan, Naib Te-
hsildar, was honored for
his dedicated service in
the government sector.
Jigmet Nurbu received
recognition for promoting
Urdu poetry and enrich-
ing the region’s cultural
landscape. Tsetan Dorjai
was celebrated for his ex-
pertise in thangka artistry,
preserving and advancing
this traditional art. Kun-
zang Angmo was awarded
for her specialized work
with seabuckthorn, a vital
resource for the district.
Sonam Chorol was ac-
knowledged for her exem-
plary work as an accounts
officer, ensuring transpar-
ency and efficiency in fi-
nancial management. Rig-
zin Nurboo, a teacher at
Government High School
Lingshed, was celebrat-

ed for his dedication to
educating and inspiring
students. Cyclist Lekzes
Angmo, recognized for
her numerous sporting
achievements, was cele-
brated for her excellence
and dedication to athlet-
ics.

CEC Tashi Gyalson em-
phasized the significance
of the District Awards
in recognizing individu-
als whose contributions
positively impact society.
He noted that this year’s
ceremony marks the be-
ginning of future events
aimed at expanding the
scope to honor more de-
serving individuals. The
CEC also paid tribute
to Inspector Tsewang
Namgyal, who made the
ultimate sacrifice in the
line of duty, highlighting
the importance of ac-
knowledging exceptional
service and dedication.

DC Leh, Santosh
Sukhadeve, praised the
officers and workers of
Ladakh for their hard
work and commitment,
adding that the region’s
strong work culture is a
testament to their dedica-
tion. He expressed hope
that recognizing these
individuals would inspire
others to strive for excel-
lence and innovation in
all sectors.

The District Award In-
vestiture Ceremony was a
fitting celebration of ded-
ication and excellence,
reaffirming the commu-
nity’s commitment to
fostering and honoring
exceptional talent and
achievements.
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Ladakh Marathon draws 6,200 par-

, i ticipants in its 11th edition, showcas-
Union Home Secretary Govind

es commitment to sustainability

For the 11.2 km Open Male challenge, Sonam Stanzin
emerged as the winner with a time of 00:44:05, followed

i by Skarma Tharchen in 2nd place with a time of 00:46:33
i and Phurbo Dorjay in 3rd place with a time of 00:47:10.

In Open Female category, Skarma Lanzes secured Ist
place with a time of 00:48:26 and Stanzin Samstan in
2nd place with time of 00:49:19.

mo took Ist place with a time of 01:36:52. Gopa Gan-
guly finished 2nd in 01:38:08, and Pushpa Bhat secured

i 3rd place with a time of 01:39:16. Maik Becker won the
! Veteran Male 11.2 km challenge with a time 0f 01:01:31,
i followed by Naccarato Michele in 2nd place with a time

of 01:04:15, and Capt Cheri Jacob in 3rd place with a

time of 01:22:03.

India’s traditional archery
team joins Sth World Nomad

I ]

the largest and most pres-
tigious event celebrating
nomadic culture, officially

zakhstan. The grand inau-
guration ceremony marked
the start of the games,
which will take place from

i September 8 to 15.

To commemorate the oc- :

India’s Traditional Ar-
chery team, representing
the Traditional Archery

i Society of Ladakh, is set to

compete against some of
the world’s finest archers.
This year’s games feature
participants from 92 coun-

Games in Kazakhstan

Archers from Ladakh at 5th World Nomad Games.
Reach Ladakh Correspondent

{ LEH: The 5th World No-
i mad Games, recognized as

disciplines. In the Tradi-
tional Archery category
alone, 120 players will
demonstrate their skills in
three distinct distance cat-
egories: 70 meters, 60 me-
ters, and 30 meters.

The inauguration ceremo-
ny highlighted the cultur-
al richness and historical
significance of the event,
setting the tone for a week
of spirited competition and
global camaraderie.

The Indian archery team is
poised to showcase their
expertise and contribute
to the colorful and diverse
atmosphere of the World
Nomad Games.

Ladakh empowered com-
mittee reviews recruitment
rules, proposes amendments
for approval

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

: LEH: Dr. Pawan Kotwal,
i Advisor to the Lieutenant

Governor of UT Ladakh,
chaired the 32nd Empow-

i ered Committee meeting
i on September 12, focus-

ing on the framing and re-
view of Recruitment Rules
for various Gazetted and
Non-Gazetted posts within

i the UT Administration.

During the meeting, the
committee deliberated on

i amendment proposals and
i the mapping of posts sub-

mitted by various depart-
ments for consideration.
The Technical Education

i Department, Social Wel-
i fare Department, Agricul-
i ture Department, and Drug

Control Organization sub-
mitted amendment pro-

i posals, all of which were
: recommended by the com-

mittee for the Lieutenant
Governor’s approval. Ad-
ditionally, the committee

i recommended the Staffing
i Regulations proposed by

the Ladakh Autonomous
Councils, to be filled
through deputation from
relevant UT Administra-

i tion departments.

The meeting also reviewed
the mapping of posts as

i proposed by the Techni-
i cal Education Department,
: Fisheries Department, An-
¢ imal and Sheep Husbandry

¢ 32nd Empowered Committee meeting for framing and
i review of Recruitment Rules for various Gazetted and
Non-Gazetted posts within the UT Administration.

Department, Industries and
Commerce Department,
Public Health Engineering
Department, and Finance
Department. Advisor Kot-
wal praised the efforts of
these departments in post
mapping, describing it as
a valuable practice for en-
suring proper accounting
of posts.

Key aspects of the re-
cruitment process were
thoroughly discussed,
including  amendments,
standardization, address-
ing vacancies, simplifying
procedures, regular mon-
itoring, and timely com-
pletion of recruitments.
Administrative Secretaries
provided updates on the
progress of recruitment
rules and regulations for
both gazetted and non-ga-
zetted posts, along with
details about vacancies
within their departments.
Advisor Kotwal stressed
the importance of a fair,
transparent, and -efficient
recruitment process to en-
hance governance and ser-
vice delivery in Ladakh.
He reaffirmed the admin-
istration’s commitment to
maintaining integrity in
all recruitment processes,
ensuring the welfare and
progress of the people of
Ladakh.
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Gokulam Kerala FC claims victory in
Climate Cup 2024

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

LEH: Gokulam Kerala
FC emerged victorious in
the Climate Cup Football
Tournament 2024, defeat-
ing J&K Bank FC with a

4-0 scoreline. The final
match took place on Sep-
tember 7 at the Astroturf
Open Stadium, Spituk.

Lieutenant Governor of
Ladakh, Brigadier (Dr)
BD Mishra (Retd), attend-
ed the final and extended
his congratulations to the
winning and runner-up
teams, as well as all the
participating teams. He
expressed his appreciation
to the Chairman of LAH-
DC Leh and the organiz-
ers for successfully con-
ducting the tournament.

The Lt. Governor lauded
the initiative to name the
event the ‘Climate Cup,’
highlighting its role in
raising environmental
awareness through sports.
He reiterated his commit-
ment to environmental
conservation, mentioning
his personal efforts, in-
cluding planting approxi-
mately 1,000 trees around
Raj Niwas in Leh to com-
bat climate change. He

encouraged the people of
Ladakh to actively partic-
ipate in climate preserva-
tion and affirmed his ded-
ication to protecting the
region’s delicate ecology.

The Lt. Governor also
announced that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has approved a 13 GW
solar power project for
Ladakh, aimed at enhanc-
ing environmental sus-
tainability and economic
growth in the region. He
discussed his consulta-
tions with experts about
cultivating fodder around
the solar power plant and
their positive feedback
on the feasibility of such
agricultural practices.
He highlighted that this
project would provide
additional resources and
support renewable energy
development in Ladakh.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of sports for mental
and physical well-being,
the Lt. Governor encour-
aged Ladakhi youth to en-
gage in sports and partic-
ipate in tournaments. He
urged the football com-
munity and the Chairman/

CEC of LAHDC Leh
to strive for the Ladakh
team’s advancement to
the final in future tourna-
ments. He expressed hope
that Ladakh’s team would
compete in the final next
year and assured that the
UT Administration would
provide necessary sup-
port.

At the conclusion of the
event, the Lt. Gover-
nor and other dignitaries
presented awards to the
winning and runner-up
teams. Gokulam Kera-
la FC received a cheque
for Rs 2.50 lakhs and
a special Climate Cup
crafted with Ladakhi
woodcarving techniques,
while J&K Bank FC was
awarded Rs 1.50 lakhs.
The tournament featured
Six teams—Gokulam
Kerala FC, North East
United FC, Ladakh FC,
Tibetan National Team,
J&K Bank FC, and Skalz-
aling FC—providing a
platform for players to
showcase their skills and
promote  environmental
responsibility.

Hill Council, Leh focuses on upgrading
monastery security measures

P

_l - i

Chairman/CEC Adv. Tashi Gyalson of LAHDC, Leh,
convening a meeting to address security challenges
affecting monasteries and to discuss measures for
enhancing safety.

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

LEH: Chairman/CEC
Adv. Tashi Gyalson of
LAHDC, Leh, convened a
meeting on September 12
to address security chal-
lenges affecting monas-
teries and to discuss mea-
sures for enhancing safety.
The meeting was attend-
ed by Dy. Chairman Tser-
ing Angchuk, Executive
Councillor for Culture
Stanzin Chosphel, ADC
Ghulam Mohd.,, LBA
Youth President Jigmet
Raftan, tourism official
Fesal Igbal Tantry, Dy. SP
(HQ) Regzin Sangdup, as
well as lama uchos and
chakzot from 16 monas-
teries.

The focus of the meeting

was on strengthening se-
curity measures around
the monasteries. Discus-
sions included strategies
to prevent future incidents,
such as upgrading CCTV
systems, improving street
lighting, and installing
halogen lights to enhance
visibility and security.

Dy. SP (HQ) Regzin Sang-
dup assured that the police
are committed to appre-
hending the perpetrators
and provided an update
on the situation. He high-
lighted the need for an up-
graded CCTV system to
improve monitoring.

The meeting also reviewed
tourism management

strategies to better regu-
late tourist entry and exit.
The LBA Youth Wing has
pledged to support night-
time security efforts.

The Chairman

the CCTV network will
be implemented, incorpo-

rating advanced motion ;
sensors and alarm features :

to bolster nighttime pro-

tection. This upgrade will :
begin with an assessment :

and initial installation,
followed by a review and
additional enhancements.
The possibility of hiring
private security personnel
under specific conditions
was also considered.

The Chairman emphasized :
the council’s commitment :

to these upgrades and an-

nounced that a detailed :
survey will be conducted :

to assess the exact require-
ments for CCTV and other

security systems. He urged :
all local communities and :

monastery authorities to
remain vigilant and as-
sured that efforts to en-
hance the safety and se-
curity of monasteries are a
top priority.

DC Leh reviews promotions and compas-
sionate appointments, approves 97 cases

L

Deputy Commissioner Leh, Santosh Sukhadeve, reviewing departmental promotions
and compassionate appointments.

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

LEH: Chairman/CEC
Adv. TashDeputy Com-
missioner Leh, Santosh
Sukhadeve, reviewed de-
partmental promotions
and compassionate ap-
pointments under SRO-43
during a meeting held on
September 12 at the VC
Room, DC Office, Leh.

During the meeting, DC
Leh approved a total of
97 time-bound promotions

and 3 functional promo-
tions across various de-
partments. The promotions
included 52 cases in the
Medical Department, 25 in
the Education Department,
10 in ICDS, and 4 in the
Sheep Husbandry Depart-
ment, among others. Ad-
ditionally, 6 cases of com-
passionate appointments
were referred for further
review with the applicants.

The Deputy Commission-

er directed all Heads of:
(HoDs) to'

Departments
ensure timely submission
of promotion cases to
avoid delays.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Deputy Director
Employment Leh, Delex
Namgyal, Headquarter As-

sistant Nilza Angmo, and:

heads of various depart—g MUDRA., Stand-Up In-

ments.

i Expressing his
i tion for being part of such

University of Ladakh hosts national confer-
ence on environmental sustainability

Reach Ladakh Correspondent
LEH: Licutenant Governor

| | of Ladakh, Brigadier (Dr)

BD Mishra (Retd), inaugu-
rated the two-day National

i Conference on the Ladakh
i Climate Change Scenario

and Environmental Sustain-
ability at the University of

i Ladakh, Taru Campus, on

September 12.

The conference was orga-
nized by the University of
Ladakh (UoL) in collabo-
ration with NAMO Medi-
cal Education & Research
Institute, Silvassa. It was

i supported by the State Cli-
i mate Change Center, UT

Ladakh, and sponsored by
the Department of Science

¢ & Technology, Government

of India.
apprecia-

an important event, the LG
commended the Universi-
ty of Ladakh for taking the
initiative to address climate
change. He emphasized the
significance of the confer-
ence, which gathered prom-
inent scholars from across

i the country and interna-

tionally, as a step toward
mitigating climate change.

i The LG highlighted the
: proactive efforts of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi in
addressing climate change

¢ on the global stage, particu-

larly through the solar pow-
er project aimed at reducing
its impacts. He also reiter-
ated the Prime Minister’s
vision of transforming India
into a developed nation by
2047, emphasizing how the
current generation’s sus-

i tainable actions will benefit
¢ future generations.

The LG remarked that the

i University of Ladakh was

the ideal venue for such a
conference, given Ladakh’s

i unique climate challenges.
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L-G along with other officials releasing publication
during the two-day National Conference.

He expressed hope that
the discussions and out-
comes of the event would
significantly contribute to
mitigating climate change
in the region and assured
full support for any cli-
mate initiatives.

In his address, the LG
also underscored the im-
portance of education,
health, and the holistic
development of students.
He stressed that effective
teaching and learning pro-
cesses shape students into
responsible citizens. He
further encouraged stu-
dents to embrace accuracy
in their work and develop
it as a habit, highlighting
the value of extra-curric-
ular activities and disci-
pline.

During the event, the LG
released several publica-
tions, including Instru-
ment Facilities at UoL;
Women Entrepreneurs in
Ladakh: A Booklet on La-
dakhi Startups; Westerni-
sation and Modernisation
in Contemporary China:
Its Impact on the Millen-
nial Generation by Tsul-
tim Zangmo; and Digital
Marketing Strategy and
Analytics by Dr. Mohd
Rafee and Arvind Gupta.

Vice-Chancellor of UoL,

Prof. SK Mehta, spoke
about various initiatives
aimed at positioning UoL
among the top universi-
ties in India. Dr. Mohd
Hussain, Coordinator and
Assistant Professor at the
Department of Zoology,
UoL, delivered the vote of
thanks.

The LG also visited the
UoL  Science

students and faculty from
the Political Science de-
partment. He toured the
Inductively Coupled Plas-
ma Mass
(ICP-MS), XRF, and Ge-
nome Sequencing labs.

Notable attendees in-
cluded Nand Kishore
Agrawal from the Inter-
national Centre for Inte-

opment (ICIMOD), Prof.
Talat Ahmad from the

layan Geology,
tor of ICAR-Directorate
of Coldwater Fisheries
Research, Bhimtal, Dr.
Pramod Kumar Pandey,
Superintendent of Police,
UTDRF Leh, Pardeep
Singh, along with prom-
inent officials, research
scholars, and students
from various universities
in India.

Block,

where he interacted with : . .
i Presentations were deliv-

‘ered by the Chief Engi-
i neers of BRO (HIMANK),
i Project Vijayak, CPWD
i Ladakh, and the Executive
Spectrometry i Director of NHIDCL La-
i dakh, outlining the status
of their respective proj-
iects. Each officer provid-
‘ed detailed reports on the
i progress,
i challenges faced in com-
: _ ipleting the work, includ-
grated Mountain Devel iing difficulties related to
i weather, machinery, and
Wadia Institute of Hima- } ¢quipment.
Direc- :
i Deputy
i Leh also presented a report
: on the status of the Vibrant
! Village Programme and
ithe Changthang Border
i Development Package. He

assured : i
that a phased upgrade of :

E49.71%,

i non-priority
which were further sub-

District review meeting held in Leh to assess

bank performance and government schemes

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

LEH: Additional Dis-
trict Development Com-
missioner (ADDC), Leh,
Sonam Nurboo chaired
the District Level Re-
view Committee (DLRC)
and District Consultative
Committee (DCC) meet-
ing for Leh district for the
quarter ending June 2024,
held on September 10 at
the DC Office Conference
Hall, Leh.

Lead Bank Manager,
Tsering Angmo, con-
vened the meeting and
presented the ADDC with
an overview of the Cred-

¢ it-Deposit (CD) ratio. As
i of June 2024, total de-

posits stood at 35994.71
Cr, with a CD ratio of
compared to
35637.82 Cr as of March
2024, reflecting a credit

¢ growth of2105.90 Crona
y | quarter-on-quarter basis.

This resulted in a 2.04%
increase in the CD ratio
for the June 2024 quarter.

The meeting reviewed
bank-wise performance
under different sectors,
including priority and
sectors,

divided into sub-sectors.

¢ Disbursements under the
i priority sector amounted

to %344.75 crore, while
%351.23 crore was dis-
bursed under the non-pri-
ority sector by the quar-
ter-end of June 2024.

Performance of banks
under various Govern-
ment Sponsored Schemes
such as Pradhan Mantri
Employment Generation
Programme (PMEGP),
Kisan Credit Card (KCC),

dia,
PM SVANIidhi, National
Urban Livelihood Mis-
sion (NULM), National
Rural Livelihood Mission
(NRLM), Pradhan Mantri
Formalization of Micro

PM Vishwakarma,

Enterprises (PMFME),
Weaver Mudra Scheme,
Vibrant  Village Pro-
gramme, and Social Se-
curity Schemes like Prad-
han Mantri Jeevan Jyoti
Bima Yojana (PMIJJBY),
Pradhan Mantri Surak-
sha Bima Yojana (PMS-
BY), Atal Pension Yoja-
na (APY), and Financial
Literacy Initiatives were
also reviewed during the

DLRC meeting.
District officers from
relevant departments

provided updates on the
progress of various gov-
ernment schemes in Leh
and highlighted challeng-
es faced by applicants in
accessing benefits. ADDC
Sonam Nurboo empha-
sized the importance of
regular monitoring and
coordination between
banks and departments to
ensure that beneficiaries
can easily avail of these
schemes. The bank-wise
performance on Social
Security Scheme satura-
tion was also reviewed,
with the ADDC directing
all banks to meet the tar-
get of 60% coverage in
the next quarter.

Regarding the operations
of the Centre for Financial
Literacy (CFL), a project
funded by RBI and NA-
BARD and implemented
by the CRISIL Founda-
tion, the ADDC instruct-
ed an increase in outreach
efforts and the saturation

of social security schemes.
CRISIL Foundation offi-
cials briefed the chairperson
on their convergence efforts
with line departments to
improve financial literacy
and inclusion services. The
ADDC also urged CRISIL
officials to finalize a mass
outreach strategy focused
on vibrant villages.

Banks operating in Leh
District were also encour-
aged to take concrete steps
to enhance their digital in-
frastructure and connectiv-
ity to onboard all eligible
customers onto digital plat-
forms, thereby improving
the efficiency of the finan-
cial ecosystem.

The meeting was attended
by the Chief Planning Offi-
cer Leh, Lead District Offi-
cer of the Reserve Bank of
India, District Development
Manager of NABARD Leh,
Senior Manager T&CB
CRISIL, General Manag-
er DIC Leh, Chief Animal/
Sheep Husbandry Officer
Leh, Chief Agriculture Offi-
cer Leh, Chief Horticulture
Officer Leh, Incharge of PM
SVANidhi & NULM from
the Municipal Commit-
tee office Leh, Programme
Manager NRLM Leh, and
Branch Managers from
various banks, including
State Bank of India, Pun-
jab National Bank, Cen-
tral Bank of India, Canara
Bank, Union Bank of India,
Bank of Baroda, JK State
Cooperative Bank Ltd, JK
Grameen Bank, IDBI, Axis
Bank, HDFC Bank, ICICI
Bank, YES Bank, Bandhan
Bank, and the Area Manag-
er CFL Ladakh.

MHA Secretary assesses Bor-

der infrastructure and vi-

brant village development in

Ladakh

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

i LEH: Secretary of Bor-
ider Management, Minis-
itry of Home Affairs, Dr.
i Rajendra Kumar, chaired
ia review meeting on the
iprogress of Border In-
i frastructure
ithe Vibrant Village Pro-
i gramme in UT Ladakh at
ithe DC office conference
i hall, Leh, on September 7.

Works and

The meeting was attended
i by
itary Planning, Dr. Lalt-
{inkhuma Franklin; Dep-
iuty Commissioner Leh,
i Santosh Sukhadeve;
i Superintendent of Police,
i Shruti Arora; and officers
ifrom BRO (HIMANK),
i Project Vijayak, CPWD,

Commissioner/Secre-

Sr.

{NHIDCL, ITBP, along
¢ with officials from various
i departments.

timelines, and

Commissioner

highlighted that 35 border
villages have been adopted
under the Vibrant Village
Programme in Ladakh,
focusing on areas such as
economic growth, road
connectivity, housing, tele-
com infrastructure, skill
development, financial in-
clusion, and tourism.

He raised key concerns
that require the attention
of the MHA, including the
high cost of construction,
timely approval of propos-
als considering the short
working season, inclusion
of skill development and
procurement of machin-
ery under the VVP guide-
lines, and the non-release
of funds under the Border
Area Development Pro-
gramme. Commissioner/
Secretary, Dr. Laltinkhu-
ma Franklin, also high-
lighted the need for gap
funding in centrally spon-
sored schemes for the bor-
der areas.

In his review, Dr. Rajendra
Kumar discussed ongoing
projects under the ICBR
schemes aimed at improv-
ing border infrastructure.
He acknowledged the
challenges posed by the
limited working season
and assured that the MHA
would consider addressing
these concerns. Dr. Kumar
also emphasized the need
to resolve poor connectivi-
ty issues in border regions,
stressing the importance
of completing connec-
tivity projects to provide
seamless communication,
especially in today’s digi-
tally-driven age.

He instructed the local
administration to ensure
timely clearance of proj-
ects, including wildlife
clearances, to facilitate
progress in developing
border areas within the
given timelines. He urged
a unified approach to
achieving the set targets
to secure the nation’s bor-
ders. Dr. Kumar added that
his visit helped him gain
a deeper understanding of
the ongoing projects and
the specific needs of the
border areas.

Foundation stone laid for
Ladakh’s SLDC-cum-renew-
able energy monitoring

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

LEH: Lieutenant Gover-
nor of Ladakh, Brigadier
(Dr) BD Mishra (Retd),
laid the foundation stone
for the State Load Dispatch
Centre (SLDC)-cum-Re-
newable Energy Monitor-
ing Centre (REMC) at the
Power Development De-
partment (PDD) Complex
in Choglamsar on Sep-
tember 9. This significant
project, approved by the
Ministry of Power under
the Power System Devel-
opment Fund (PSDF), is
valued at Rs 153.96 crore
and will be implemented
by POWERGRID.

Calling the occasion “his-
toric,” the Lt. Governor
emphasized that the proj-
ect will significantly en-
hance power distribution
and internet connectivity
in Ladakh. He -credited
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for his continued
support in Ladakh’s devel-
opment and noted that this
project represents a key
step towards the region’s
overall progress. He also
acknowledged the chal-
lenges faced by the Ad-
ministration in completing
projects due to Ladakh’s
short working season.

The Lt. Governor stressed
the importance of adher-
ing to project deadlines,
directing the Chairmen/
CECs of both Hill Coun-
cils to complete projects
within a three-year time-
frame. He urged officials
to avoid delays and com-
press the project schedule,

iensuring timely comple-
ition for the benefit of La-

dakh’s citizens.

Chairman and Manag-
ing Director of POW-
ERGRID, RK Tyagi, ex-
plained that the SLDC will
manage real-time grid op-
erations, enabling secure
and economical dispatch
of electricity. He noted
that the centre would be
responsible for balancing
electricity supply and de-
mand across Ladakh’s vast
and sparsely populated ar-
eas, playing a crucial role
in ensuring reliable power
management.

The project will be execut-
ed in four key packages:

1.Establishment of
SLDC-cum-REMC-
SCADA/EMS and REMC
systems at the Main and
Backup Control Centres,
and RTUs at sub-stations.
2. OPGW Package — Fi-
ber optic-based communi-
cation infrastructure.
3.Communication
Equipment Package
— Critical hardware for
smooth communication.

4. Civil Building Pack-
age — Construction of the
SLDC-cum-REMC (Main
Control Centre in Leh and
Backup Centre in Kargil).

Present at the event were
Chairman/CEC LAH-
DC Leh, Advocate Tashi
Gyalson; Advisor to the
Lt. Governor, Dr. Pawan
Kotwal, IAS; Secretary
of PDD Ladakh, Vikram
Singh Malik, IAS; CMD
POWERGRID, RK Tyagi,
along with officials from
PDD and POWERGRID.
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Historic decision:Ladakh’s five new districts
spark mixed reactions

Nawang Tsering Shaks-
po, Director, Centre for
Research on Ladakh.

In a surprising move, the
Central Government re-
cently announced the cre-
ation of five new districts
in Ladakh, in addition to the existing districts of Leh and
Kargil. This decision was historic, as hopes were primarily
focused on the creation of only two new districts—Zanskar
and Nubra. There had been no significant demand
for the creation of Drass, Sham, and Changthang as _
separate districts.

Therefore, the BJP Government deserves congratu- =
lations from the people of Ladakh. However, on the
day of the declaration, there was not much jubila-
tion among the people in Leh town, though it was
natural for BJP workers to celebrate the occasion.

It is important to note that before 1979, the Lada-
kh region had only one district with its headquar- -

ters in Leh. To meet the aspirations of the people
of Kargil, the Sheikh Abdullah Government later

bifurcated Ladakh into Leh and Kargil districts, :-.,J-;_;'
granting Zanskar special Sub-Divisional status ﬁ £

within Kargil. Before this, Zanskar had only been
administratively overseen by a revenue officer, or
Tehsildar, due to its isolation from the rest of Ladakh for
five to six months each winter.

With the creation of five new districts, several questions
arise: What will be the shape and scope of these new dis-
tricts? Will they have autonomous hill development coun-
cils like Leh and Kargil, or will they function as subsidiary
districts with only a Deputy Commissioner and a Superin-
tendent of Police? These hard questions will undoubtedly
emerge in the coming months as the Union Territory ad-

ministration, given a three-month timeline, works to sort out the ad-
ministrative implications, including creating posts and locating the
headquarters for each new district..

Ladakh is a sparsely populated region, primarily due to its harsh cli-
matic conditions and barren mountains and deserts. Over the years,
the government has invested significantly in improving the living
standards of the region’s people. However, due to limited job oppor-
tunities for the educated and semi-educated youth from the region’s
more remote areas, they often struggle to compete with job seekers
from other parts of the country where better educational facilities

CHANGTHANG

4
and coaching are available. This, coupled with the shrinking popula-

tion of border areas as people migrate to affluent towns like Leh, has
led to environmental challenges and traffic congestion in Leh.

In the past two and a half decades, Ladakh’s administration has seen
significant changes. After more than fifty years of struggle post-In-
dependence, two Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Councils
(LAHDC)—Leh and Kargil—were established in 1995. However,
the government did not create a sufficient number of posts in the
government departments, leading to dissatisfaction among the peo-

ple. Consequently, there were demands for a separate revenue or
administrative division called Ladakh Division.

In response to popular demand from the people of Jammu,
Kashmir, and Ladakh, the Government of India appointed a
three-member interlocutor to study the region’s administrative
grievances. The interlocutor’s report recommended that Ladakh
be separated from the Kashmir Division and made a separate Di-
vision. Despite the lack of immediate action on this recommen-
dation, I personally advocated for Ladakh’s division status, in-
cluding raising the issue at the 2013 bi-annual colloquium of the
International Association of Ladakh Studies in Heidelberg,
Germany. My writings on the subject were also published
© in prominent newspapers like the Daily Excelsior (Jammu),
. Greater Kashmir (Srinagar), and Kashmir Times (Srinagar/
= Jammu). In 2019, the government granted Ladakh Divisional
status and subsequently declared Ladakh a Union Territory.

Today, Ladakh is experiencing multiple administrative and
political upheavals. I doubt that the creation of five more
districts will satisfy the people of Ladakh or the Leh Apex
Body and the Kargil Democratic Alliance, which are lead-
ing agitations and hunger strikes for statehood for Ladakh,
Constitutional safeguards under the Sixth Schedule, two Lok
Sabha and one Rajya Sabha seats for Ladakh, and the filling
0f 10,000 to 12,000 government vacancies.

I see no reason why the Government of India would grant

statehood to Ladakh, especially since the 10 Councilors in
the Autonomous Councils of Leh and Kargil already enjoy min-
isterial status with all the accompanying privileges. However, |
am puzzled as to why the government is reluctant to bring Lada-
kh under the purview of the Sixth Schedule of the Indian Consti-
tution. The people of Ladakh are among the most loyal citizens
in the country, committed to the unity and integrity of India.

You can send your review and feedbacks on sntsering52@
gmail.com
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International Day of
Sign Languages
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SoulSpeak

Dr. P.P. Wangchuk

Find out your best self

Finding out your own ‘best self’ is
like having a new life that comes

International Day of Sign Language is cele-
brated on 23 September.

The International Day of Sign Languages is
a unique opportunity to support and protect
the linguistic identity and cultural diversity
of all deaf people and other sign language
users. During the 2024 celebration, the world
will once again highlight the unity generated
by sign languages. World leaders and other
government officials are invited to sign this
year’s theme “Sign up for Sign Language
Rights” in their national sign language.

Sign up for sign language rights by working
with your local and national associations to
announce the achievement of a concrete goal
for deaf communities today.

According to the World Federation of the
Deaf, there are more than 70 million deaf
people worldwide. More than 80% of them
live in developing countries. Collectively,
they use more than 300 different sign lan-
guages.

Sign languages are fully-fledged natural lan-
guages, structurally distinct from the spoken
languages. There is also an international sign
language, which is used by deaf people in
international meetings and informally when
travelling and socializing. It is considered a
pidgin form of sign language that is not as
complex as natural sign languages and has a
limited lexicon.

DIDYOUKNOW -

1. When many cultures were only nomadic forest dwellers over 5000 years
ago, Indians established Harappan culture in Sindhu Valley (Indus Valley

Civilization)

2. The name ‘India’ is derived from the River Indus, the valleys around

The Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities recognizes and promotes
the use of sign languages. It makes clear that
sign languages are equal in status to spoken
languages and obligates states parties to
facilitate the learning of sign language and
promote the linguistic identity of the Deaf
community.

The UN General Assembly has proclaimed
23 September as the International Day of
Sign Languages in order to raise awareness
of the importance of sign language in the
full realization of the human rights of people
who are deaf.

Courtesy: United Nation

Courtesy: www.savit.in

piece of granite. This magnificent temple was built in just five years, (be-
tween 1004 AD and 1009 AD) during the reign of Rajaraja Chola.

8. India is the largest democracy in the world, the 7th largest country in the

which were the home of the early settlers. The Aryan worshippers referred

to the river Indus as the Sindhu.

world, and one of the most ancient civilizations.

9. The game of Snakes & Ladders was created by the 13th century poet
saint Gyandev. It was originally called ‘Mokshapat’.

3. The Persian invaders converted it into Hindu. The name ‘Hindustan’

combines Sindhu and Hindu and thus refers to the land of the Hindus.

4. Chess was invented in India.

5. Algebra, Trigonometry and Calculus are studies, originated in India.

6. The ‘Place Value System’ and the ‘Decimal System’ were developed in

India in 100 B.C.

10. The world’s highest cricket ground is in Chail, Himachal Pradesh. Built

in 1893 after levelling a hilltop, this cricket pitch is 2444 meters above sea

level.

million people.

7. The world’s first granite temple is the Brihadeswara Temple at Tanjavur,
Tamil Nadu. The shikhara of the temple is made from a single 80-tonne

11. India has the largest number of post offices in the world.

12. The largest employer in India is the Indian Railways, employing over a

Courtesy : Vedantu

along with prosperity and success.
It is in this context that this write-
up will be built up. Everybody has
J a winner hidden deep inside, and to

find that winner, one needs desire,
willpower and patience.

f’ Your ‘best self”is one that gives you
the maximum potential to materi-
alise your dreams and plans.

And it is within your power to let it
come up and do the best of things for you. All that is needed is what
American author Earl Nightingale had said: “That you need a plan,
the roadmap and the courage to press on to your destination.” This
will automatically command for your ‘best self’ to come up and give
you a winning help.

Actually, I have my own quotes and phrases on almost every subject
that one can think of, and I like to quote them at all appropriate time
and places. As such, here is one of those quotes of my own that may go
well with this write-up: Challenging yourself on a daily basis, with the
best of you in full force, is the surest way to be on the progressive path
of success.

We need to understand and realise that unless we find out our real
and the best self, we can't be in a position to do anything that can be
something solid and great. What is the fun in going about life in a daily
chore that takes you nowhere?

All the good and great things of life have happened, and will continue
to happen, only because of one bold step in the beginning and then its
continuation over a long period of time. Perhaps, it was in this context
that Italian mystic ad poet Francis of Assisi had this to say: “Start by
doing what is necessary, then do what is possible; and suddenly you
will see that you are doing the impossible.”

Lesson: Great goals can be achieved only after you find out your best

self-
Courtesy: WongWorld

The writer is a New Delhi-based Editor-at-large, columnist and pro-
fessional speaker.
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In Conversation with

Ali Mohammad, Surna Player

Q. Can you share the story of how your journey with
the surna began and at what age you discovered your
passion for playing it? Please brief us in detail.

Julley! T would like to thank the Reach Ladakh team for
this interview. My name is Ali Mohammad, and I was born
in Spituk. My father, Abdul Ali, and my grandfather, Ibra-
him, played a significant role in my upbringing. I received
a wealth of knowledge and education from them.

The surna’s journey to Ladakh is quite intriguing. It arrived
here with Gyal Khatoon from Skardo Gilgit as part of her
dowry, and our tribe also migrated around the same time.
Our ancestors played the Larna (tune) 360 at the palace,
and they passed down all 360 melodies to me, which be-
came the foundation of my learning.

I was just 4 years old when my father gave me a linyu
(flute), and I played it for eight years. Subsequently, I was
introduced to the surna and trained for twelve years. It was
only after this extensive training that I started to play the
surna professionally.

At the age of 25, I secured a job at a radio station where I
served for 45 years until my retirement in 2012. During my
career, [ had the opportunity to explore places like Switzer-
land, Paris, France, Italy, and Bombay. I was honored with
several awards, including the State Award, Bharat Jyoti
Award, and Art Culture Award. Now, at 74 years old, I con-
tinue to cherish and celebrate the art of playing the surna.

Q. Have you ever had to overcome any obstacles or dif-
ficulties while learning or playing the surna?

Yes, I faced several challenges early on. Initially, many
people discouraged me from playing the surna due to social
stigma and caste-based discrimination. There was a percep-
tion that playing the surna was associated with lower social
status, which led to resistance and criticism.

Despite these obstacles, I persevered. I formed an associ-
ation with others who played traditional instruments, like
the drum, even though they faced similar social biases. My
commitment to teaching my tribe and preserving our cultur-
al heritage remained strong.

The social stigma associated with our traditional music has
been a significant hurdle, but it has gradually diminished
over time. Today’s generation is more accepting and appre-
ciative of our cultural traditions, and I continue to teach and

Interviewed by Stanzin Padma

MESSAGE TO THE READERS

I urge everyone to embrace and wear our traditional at-
tire, Sulma and Kos, and participate in traditional danc-
es such as Kompa Sumsrtsags and Shondol. These prac-
tices are vital for preserving our cultural heritage and
preventing them from fading away. To the youth, | make
a special request: carry forward our rich traditions, cul-
ture, and heritage. Your involvement and commitment
are essential in keeping our legacy alive. »

share the art of playing the surna, dedicated to preserving our
heritage until my last breath.

Q. What kind of music do you enjoy playing on the surna?

One of the most special pieces I enjoy playing on the surna is
a traditional song called Gying Lu. This piece is reserved for
special occasions and was historically performed only in the
presence of kings, nobles, and the royal family. It is played
very rarely and holds a significant place in our musical her-
itage.

Additionally, during wedding ceremonies, after lighting the
butter lamp, we traditionally play a specific melody known as
Larna. Following this, three other pieces of music are played,
which are considered both auspicious and essential for the
ceremony. Unfortunately, these traditions are becoming less
common, and there is a growing need to preserve and continue
these musical practices to maintain our cultural heritage.

Q. How many aspiring surna players have you mentored
or taught so far?

I have mentored and taught around 200-300 aspiring surna
players. Among them, 20 have become professionals, having
completed the full course and excelling in their performanc-
es. My students come from diverse backgrounds and classes,
and they learn with great enthusiasm and skill, free from any
discrimination.

Q. As the surna and drum are integral to Ladakhi culture,
tradition, and heritage, what changes have you noticed in
Ladakh from the past to today?

In the past, the surna and drum were central to our cultural
practices, but there were also certain challenges. One signif-
icant issue was caste-based discrimination, which led to ste-
reotypes that discouraged people from touching or playing the
surna. However, I’m pleased to see that attitudes have changed
over the years. Today, students from all backgrounds are ac-
tively learning and playing the surna, reflecting a more inclu-
sive and open-minded approach to our cultural heritage.

Another positive development is the preservation of tradition-
al melodies. All the traditional tunes have been meticulously
documented in a book at the Ladakh Cultural Academy. This
book serves as a valuable resource for teaching and maintain-
ing our musical traditions. The continuity of these melodies is
crucial for keeping our cultural heritage alive and passing it on

to future generations.
...continues on page 6

Fortnight Highlights

A delegation from Shakar Chiktan including Nomi-
nated Councillor Hakima Khatoon, President Kacho
Shameem Mandal, General Secretary Haji Hussain,
Senior Leaders Own Ali, Sajjad Hussain, Ghulam
Qadri, and Younus Ali, as well as Senior Workers
Khalil Khan and Mohd Ismail Khan met Chairman/
CEC,LAHDC Leh, Tashi Gyalson.

ty Hall and Watse Naga Cricket Ground, Nyoma, to
mark the creation of the new Changthang District on
Sept 5.

5
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In response to the drowning incident involving a UT
Disaster Response Force (UTDRF) boat in the In-
dus River, Chairman/CEC, LAHDC Leh, Adv. Tashi
Gyalson and Executive Councillor for Minority Af-
fairs, Ghulam Mehdi, visited SNM Hospital to meet
with injured patients during the rescue operation.

A memorial event was held to mark the fifth anniver-
sary of former Chairman/CEC, LAHDC Leh, late
Dorjay Motup at the Dorjay Motup Memorial Park at
Housing Colony, Leh.

The Ladakh Buddhist Association (LBA) and Central
Institute of Buddhist Studies (CIBS) jointly organized
a daylong seminar on the Preservation and the Pro-
motion of the Bhoti language at Chowkhang Vihara,
Leh.

The 13th Battalion of the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF), Ludhiana, Punjab, in collaboration
with the District Disaster Management Authority
(DDMA) Kargil, conducted a comprehensive mock
exercise on earthquake and cloudburst scenarios at
Higher Secondary School, Chiktan.

A o
Chairman/CEC,LAHDC, Leh, Adv. Tashi Gyalson,
ceremoniously laid the foundation stone for the con-
struction of a new Culture Centre and Dharmasala
for Tashi Lhunpo Monastery, Leh marking a signifi-
cant milestone for this important project.

EXPOSURE TOUR OF FARME

o B
e

A group of farmers from the Khaltse block embarked
on an exposure tour to the Kashmir Valley, flagged
off by Executive Councillor for Agriculture, LAHDC
Leh, Stanzin Chosphel.
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Overall, the evolution from past practices to today’s inclusive and preservation-focused approach highlights the progress Ladakh has made in embracing and celebrating its rich cultural heritage.
idea of a woman leading an association or becoming a president. Despite this, confidence in one’s own abilities can help overcome such prejudices.

Q. How does the surna differ from other instruments?
In my view, modern instruments like the guitar, harmonium, and various bands are wonderful in their own right, but they risk overshadowing and eventually leading to the extinction of our traditional and cultural instruments if we’re
not careful. My primary goal is to preserve and strengthen the use of traditional instruments such as the Dimjang, Linyu (flute), Damnyan (a string instrument), Pivang, Khakong (sitar), and Daph (Dafli).

Each of these instruments, including the surna, plays a unique role in our cultural practices. For instance, the surna and daman are essential for wedding ceremonies, and without them, these events would feel incomplete. The surna’s
distinct sound and its role in our traditional music make it special compared to other instruments. It embodies our cultural heritage and is integral to our ceremonial and festive occasions.

By focusing on preserving and promoting these traditional instruments, we ensure that our cultural heritage remains vibrant and continues to be an important part of our community.

Q. Are folk music and traditional musical instruments on the brink of extinction? What is your opinion?

In the past, there was a significant risk of our folk music and traditional instruments facing extinction. However, I am optimistic that this will not happen if we recognize and appreciate the value of instruments like the dhap, pivang,

and linyu.

It is crucial that we move beyond caste-based discrimination and focus on preserving and valuing our traditional instruments such as the drum, surna, and flute. These instruments are integral to our cultural heritage and are central to
various traditional dances and ceremonies, including Chabs Kyan rtsas, shondol, and Kompa sumrtsags. By promoting and celebrating these traditions, we can ensure that they continue to thrive for future generations.

Q. According to you, what are the solutions to promote and preserve folk art and music?

To promote and preserve folk art and music, several measures can be implemented:

1. Regular Training Programs: Establish comprehensive training programs at cultural academies and other institutions. These should be conducted regularly to ensure that traditional skills are continuously taught and refined.
2. Professional Instructors: It’s crucial to provide high-quality instruction. This means employing skilled and professional teachers who are experts in traditional instruments like the daman and surna.
3. School and Community Engagement: Expand initiatives to include more schools and village associations. Sponsoring instruments and offering training in these communities can help foster interest and preserve traditional prac-

tices.

4. Cultural Events and Festivals: Organize cultural events and festivals that highlight traditional music and art. These platforms can showcase the richness of folk traditions and encourage participation from younger generations.
5. Documentation and Research: Support efforts to document traditional music and folk art. This includes recording performances and maintaining archives that can serve as educational resources for future generations.

By implementing these strategies, we can better ensure the preservation and promotion of our rich cultural heritage.

Q. How do you balance traditional surna with modern innovations and experimentation?

The primary challenge is that modern instruments like the guitar, violin, and harmonium are designed for contemporary music and cannot easily incorporate traditional folk melodies. Traditional instruments like the surna, daman,
and dhaps are specifically crafted for playing folk songs and Jabro. To preserve their unique sound and cultural significance, it’s important to keep these traditional instruments distinct from modern innovations. This ensures that the
essence of folk music remains intact while also allowing space for modern experimentation in other genres.

Q. How can young surna learners avoid common mistakes and stay motivated?

My advice to young surna learners is to focus on preserving the traditional tunes and melodies while practicing diligently. It’s important to respect and learn from their teachers to maintain a strong connection with the heritage of the
surna. While exploring modern music is valuable, they should always keep the essence of traditional music at heart. Consistent practice and a deep appreciation for their cultural roots will help them avoid common mistakes and stay

motivated.

Seminar on ‘Preserving Our Past: Con-
servation of Cultural Heritage’ held

150 participants attend seminar focused on rock
art and indigenous language preservation :

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

TANGTSE: The Ladakh Buddhist
Association (LBA), in collaboration
with Ten Friends of Lalok, success-
fully organized a one-day seminar
titled “Preserving Our Past: Conser-
vation of Cultural Heritage (Rock Art
and Indigenous Language) for Future
Generations” at Tangtse Community
Hall on September 8.

The seminar attracted around 150
participants, including gobas (village
leaders), local residents, and students
and teachers from various schools,
such as Centralized Residential
School Tharuk, Govt. Middle School
Tharuk, KGBV School Tangtse, Govt.
High School Kargyam, and Govt.
Middle School Shachukul.

Thinles Angchuk, President of LBA
Lalok, emphasized the importance
of preserving Ladakh’s rich cultural
and linguistic heritage for future gen-
erations. He welcomed the speakers
from the LBA Language Committee,
including Ven. Urgyan Dadul and
Tundup Dorjay (Stakmo), along with
representatives from the LBA Heri-
tage Committee, Dr. Sonam Wangc-
hok, and Prof. Tashi Dawa.

Ven. Dr. Urgyan Dadul shared the
LBA Language Committee’s slogan,
“Rang-zan Zo, Rang-gos Gon, and
Rangskat Kol”, during his talk on the
importance of the Bhoti language.
He showcased the richness of Bhoti
grammar and literature through ex-
amples from Kangyur and Stangyur.
He encouraged residents of Durbuk
Block to use the Bhoti script for busi-
ness and restaurant names and urged
teachers to instill pride in their stu-
dents for their ancestral language.

Renowned Ladakhi folk singer, Tund-
up Dorjay Stakmo, gave a presenta-
tion on “The Role of Folk Songs in
Preserving Indigenous Language.”
He encouraged children to learn tra-
ditional songs, explaining their mean-
ings and cultural significance. His live
performance of traditional songs cap-
tivated the audience.

Dr. Sonam Wangchok delivered a pre- 5

sentation on “Cultural Preservation

and Challenges,” stressing the impor- :
tance of understanding the values of i
cultural and natural heritage. He ad- :
vised villagers against using modern
materials like cement when restoring :
ancient monuments and encouraged i
consultation with experts for heritage :

conservation.

Prof. Tashi Ldawa highlighted the

significance of rock art in his presen- ;
tation and urged students to protect :

ancient petroglyphs from destruction.

He emphasized the importance of :
safeguarding these artifacts as they :

are vital links to Ladakh’s past.

Khenpo Tashi Dorjay, Guest of Hon- :
our and Umzad of Shachukul Monas-
tery, spoke about the role of the Bho-
ti language in preserving Ladakh’s i
spiritu%ll agnd cull‘)rural ider%tity. Tashi, Reach Ladakh Correspondent
the Tehsildar of Tangtse, assured at- :
tendees that the administration would | nor, Dr. Pawan Kotwal, chaired the first
work to protect the region’s rock art :

and prevent it from falling into private
hands.

Chief Guest Rigzin, Vice-President .

of LBA Ladakh, praised the collab-

orative efforts of LBA Lalok, village :
gobas, and Ten Friends of Lalok in or- :

ganizing the seminar. He pledged full
support for future initiatives aimed at

guistic heritage.

cultural awareness. Later, the partic-
ipants went on a guided field visit to
the petroglyph sites around Tangtse,

performed traditional Dyamnan songs
during the excursion, accompanied by

on experience of the region’s rock art
heritage.

4-day puppetry and stop-motion animation
workshop held at EJM college

i Student-led puppetry show at EJM college.
i Reach Ladakh Correspondent

i LEH: In collaboration with Charkha Com-
i munication Network, Delhi, the Depart-
i ment of Mass Communication & Journal-
i ism at Eliezer Joldan Memorial College,

Leh, successfully concluded a 4-day pup-
petry-making and stop-motion animation

i workshop on September 6.

Held from September 3-6, the workshop

aimed to enhance journalism students’ cre- !
ative and technical storytelling skills. The

final day featured a student-led puppetry
show addressing significant social issues

such as eve-teasing, menstrual awareness,
climate change, agriculture, and lack of

transportation.

The workshop was attended by over 30

students from various departments, along
with faculty members. Principal Dr. Sami-

na Igbal commended the efforts of the Mass
Communication & Journalism students
and the Charkha Foundation for their com-
mitment to addressing meaningful topics

through creative mediums.

Assistant Professor Mohammad Ali Khan

expressed gratitude to the resource persons,
students, and faculty for their contributions
to the workshop’s success.

Advisor Dr. Pawan Kotwal chairs 1st
State-Level meeting of Swachhata Hi Seva
2024 and Green Leaf Rating System

LEH: Advisor to the Lieutenant Gover-

state-level meeting to discuss the “Swa-
chhata Hi Seva 2024” campaign and the

i “Swachhata Green Leaf Rating System for

Safe Sanitation.” The meeting focused on
the planning and execution strategies for
these initiatives across the Union Territory
of Ladakh.

The “Swachhata Hi Seva 2024 campaign,

: at ¢ anationwide cleanliness initiative, is sched-
preserving Ladakh’s cultural and lin- ¢ uled to run for two weeks, starting on Sep-
i tember 17, 2024, with preparatory events
) o ¢ and a curtain-raiser on September 14. The
Dr. Stanzin Namgail introduced Ten | campaign will culminate on October 2,
Friends of Lalok, highlighting the or- :
ganization’s activities and their focus i

on engaging young students to foster :

marking a decade since the campaign’s in-
ception on Gandhi Jayanti in 2014.

Director of the Rural Development Depart-
ment, Sajjad Qadri, gave a presentation on

: ¢ the campaign and the Green Leaf Rating
led by Prof. Tashi Ldawa. Students :

System for Safe Sanitation. The presenta-
tion covered key objectives, proposed activ-

! , ac i ities, achievements, and strategies to ensure
Dorjay Stakmo, enriching the hands- :

a cleaner and healthier environment.

The “Swachhata Hi Seva” campaign is built

i on three key pillars:

1. Swachhata Ki Bhagidaari — Public par-
ticipation, awareness, and advocacy.

2. Sampoorna Swachhata — Including Swa-
chhata Lakshit Ekayi (complete sanitation
initiatives).

tive health check-ups and social security
coverage for sanitation workers.

Advisor Dr. Pawan Kotwal stressed the im-
portance of improving the equipment and

uniforms for Safai Karamcharis under the :

“Swachhata Hi Seva” initiative. He empha-

plementation of a segregated garbage collec-

practices.

Dr. Kotwal also highlighted the environ-

mental sensitivity of Ladakh and urged the :

use of alternatives to plastic. He encouraged
schools to shift from plastic items and sup-

plies to sustainable options like steel, jute, or :

other eco-friendly materials.

A representative from the Urban Local Bod-

ies (ULBs) provided a detailed presentation :
on the activities planned under the “Swach- :
hata Hi Seva” campaign, emphasizing cit- :
izen participation. Schools, residential as-
sociations, and market vendors are targeted !
for involvement to align with the campaign’s :
goals of promoting cleanliness and hygiene. :

Discussions also focused on the Swachhata

Green Leaf Rating System for Safe Sani-
tation, an initiative by the Department of :

Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS) un-
der the Ministry of Jal Shakti, in partnership

with the Ministry of Tourism. This program

aims to ensure world-class hygiene stan-
dards, particularly for tourists, aligning with

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of

sustainable tourism.

¢ financial

ALTOA seeks financial aid
from Lt. Governor for
international travel fairs

A delegation from the All Ladakh Tour Operators Asso-
i ciation (ALTOA) with the Lieutenant Governor of Lada-
¢ kh, Brigadier (Dr) BD Mishra (Retd), at the Lieutenant
Governor s Secretariat.

i Reach Ladakh Correspondent

LEH: A delegation from

i the All Ladakh Tour Op-
i erators Association (AL-
i TOA), led by President
i Tsewang Dorjey, met with
i the Lieutenant Governor
i of Ladakh, Brigadier (Dr)
i BD Mishra (Retd), at the
i Lieutenant

Governor’s
Secretariat on August 31
The meeting was also at-

i tended by Advisor Dr.
3. Safai Mitra Suraksha Shivirs — Preven- :

Pawan Kotwal, Commis-
sioner/Secretary L Frank-
lin, and Secretary of Tour-

¢ ism Vikram Malik.

During the meeting, Ts-
ewang Dorjey expressed

5 1 ¢ gratitude on behalf of AL-
sized using refuse collectors in rural areas :

to improve waste management and the im- :

TOA for the preparation of
the draft Tourism Policy

. . ) i for Ladakh. He request-
tion system in peri-urban areas to promote ;| ed the Lieutenant Gover-

cleanliness and healthy waste management ;

nor’s support in securing
assistance for
ALTOA’s participation in
upcoming travel fairs, in-
cluding ITB Asia 2024 in
Singapore this October,
OTM Mumbai in Janu-
ary-February 2025, South

i Asia’s Travel and Tour-

ism Exchange (SATTE)
in February 2025, and
ITB Berlin in March 2025.
Dorjey also sought the
LG’s assistance in coor-
dinating with stakehold-
ers to present a unified
Ladakh Tourism brand
and to share relevant data,
research, and insights to
better understand tourist
preferences and trends.

In response, the Lieutenant
Governor advised ALTOA
members to engage with
leading travel agents and
tourism agencies across
various states and Union
Territories to promote
Ladakh as a tourist desti-
nation. He also outlined
a strategy to approach in-
ternational embassies and
ambassadors to enhance
global promotion of Lada-
kh tourism. Additionally,
the LG emphasized the
importance of regulating
tourist numbers to prevent
tourism saturation and en-
sure a sustainable visitor
experience in Ladakh.

NOTICE

will be made.

Namgail Tsering S/o0 Changchok Raftan R/o Chu-
bi Leh UT Ladakh has claimed that his name has
been wrongly entered as Namgyal Tsering instead
of Namgail Tsering in service record of, All India
Radio, Leh and produced an affidavit duly veri-
fied by Notary public Leh with Certificate No. IN-
LA07394973550084W to this office for making
necessary correction. Hence the notice is hereby
served through press to file objection if any in this
office, All India Radio Leh within 7 days from date
of publication failing which necessary correction
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DC Leh chairs meeting on PM Surya Ghar
Muft Bijli Yojana implementation

District Level Committee meeting for the implementa-
tion of the PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana.

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

LEH: Deputy Com-
missioner Leh, Santosh
Sukhadeve, led a District
Level Committee (DLC)
meeting on the PM Surya
Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana on
September 11 at the mini
conference hall, DC office
Leh.

The Power Development
Department reported 275

applications submitted on
the national portal for the
scheme. Of these, 29 proj-
ects have been commis-
sioned, and inspections
for 15 are ongoing. Addi-
tionally, 10 vendors have
registered on the national
portal from UT Ladakh.

DC Leh directed the
Power Development De-

partment to identify high i
consumers
through recorded data and :
encourage them to utilize !
the scheme. He also recom- § |
mended setting up a meet- ; §
ing with registered vendors : |

electricity

to increase outreach.

The UT Ladakh Adminis- :
tration has approved a top- :
up subsidy of 220,000 per :
KWp for the first 2 KWp
of rooftop solar capacity, :

and 10,000 per KWp for
additional capacity up to 3
KWp. No subsidy is avail-
able for capacity beyond 3

KWp from either the cen- :

tral or UT government.

Several public and private
sector banks are offering
loans at competitive inter-
est rates to support con-

sumers in accessing this :

scheme.

The meeting was attended
by officials from various
departments and banks.

13th Battalion NDRF holds disaster pre-

paredness e

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

{ KARGIL: The 13th Bat-
i talion of the National Di-
saster Response Force
! (NDRF) Ludhiana con-
i ducted a district-level Ta-
i ble Top Exercise (TTEx)
i on earthquake, Glacial
i Lake  Outburst  Flood
i (GLOF), and cloudburst
i scenarios at the Confer-
i ence Hall in Baroo, Kargil.

i The exercise saw the par-
i ticipation of Assistant
i Commandant Javed Igbal

Kisan Mela cum Fruit exhibition highlights
horticultural success in Ladakh

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

LEH: LAHDC Leh host-
ed the Kisan Mela Cum
Fruit Exhibition 2024 at
the Horticulture Complex,
Agling, Leh, on September
10. The event was graced
by Chairman/CEC LAH-
DC Leh, Adv. Tashi Gyal-
son, as the Chief Guest,
and Executive Councillor
for Horticulture, Ghulam
Mehdi, as the Guest of
Honour. Director of Hor-
ticulture UT Ladakh, Ts-
ewang Phuntsog, also at-
tended.

The exhibition displayed
an impressive array of
horticultural produce, in-
cluding various apple va-
rieties, chuli (a local apri-
cot), watermelons, and a
vibrant selection of flow-
ers. The event highlighted
the region’s rich horticul-
tural heritage and the re-
markable efforts of local
farmers. Each exhibit un-
derscored the quality and
diversity of Ladakh’s pro-
duce, reflecting advance-
ments in agricultural tech-

niques and the dedication
of the farming community.
With over 450 exhibits of
fruits, flowers, and val-
ue-added products, the
exhibition was a testament
to how modern farming
practices are transforming
local agriculture. More
than 200 farmers attended
the event.

In his address, CEC Adv.
Tashi Gyalson emphasized
the importance of events
like the Kisan Mela in
showcasing the progress of
local farmers. He stressed
the vital role of collabora-
tion between farmers and
government departments
to ensure access to the nec-
essary support and equip-
ment. Gyalson encouraged
farmers to fully utilize
the resources and subsi-
dies offered by LAHDC
to improve their agricul-
tural practices, especially
for horticulture tools. He
also expressed a desire to
expand such events to re-
mote regions like Sham,

Changthang, and Rong to%
raise awareness about agri-
cultural advancements and :

provide broader support. : P
i During the consultative discussion on State Policy on Older Persons of Ladakh.

The CEC commended the
Horticulture = Department
for organizing the event

and fostering collaboration
between farmers and scien- :

tists.

Ladakh.

sector.

for 10-day specialized training in Jalandhar '

| T

Para-veterinarians and trained attendants from the Animal Husbandry Department,
Kargil.

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

KARGIL: On September
7, a group of 15 para-vet-
erinarians and trained at-
tendants from the Animal
Husbandry = Department,
Kargil, was flagged off for
a 10-day specialized train-
ing program at the North
Regional Demonstration
and Training Centre, Na-
tional Dairy Development
Board (NDDB), Jalandhar.

The training, starting on
September 9, 2024, will
focus on artificial insemi-
nation techniques and ani-
mal health management—
key skills for enhancing

livestock productivity and
health in the region.

Dr. Gulzar Hussain, Chief
Animal Husbandry Officer
of Kargil, who flagged off
the team, emphasized the
importance of this training
in advancing the technical
capabilities of para-veteri-
narians and attendants. He
noted that the skills gained
from this program will be
vital in improving breed-
ing practices and overall
animal healthcare services
in Kargil, thereby benefit-
ing local farmers and the
livestock sector.

This training marks the first
of three planned groups.
Two additional batches
of para-veterinarians and
attendants will follow, en-

suring a broader base of’
trained personnel to imple-
ment advanced techniques ;

in the district.

The initiative is a signif-

icant step in the depart-:
ment’s efforts to enhance :
animal husbandry services :
in Kargil, focusing on sus-
tainable livestock develop- i

ment and farmer welfare.

 from the 13th Battalion
i NDREF, senior NDRF offi-
¢ cers from Ludhiana, Exec-
i utive Engineer R&B Kar-
i gil, Sadiq Ali; HQ to DC
i Office, Arifa Igbal, along
i with other concerned offi-

xercise in Kargil

VPR P W

cers and officials.

Assistant ~ Commandant
Javed Igbal elaborated
on the crucial role and
responsibilities of the
NDREF in effectively man-
aging disasters and inci-
dents. The TTEx focused
on key aspects such as im-
mediate response require-
ments, necessary actions,
and damage assessments
in the event of an earth-
quake.

Participants discussed the
presumed earthquake sce-
nario, exploring the roles
and responsibilities of var-
ious stakeholders during
disaster responses. The

M

exercise aimed to enhance
knowledge and skills nec-
essary for efficient disas-
ter management, strength-
ening the capacity of local
communities and institu-
tions to respond effective-
ly to emergencies.

This Table Top Exer-
cise serves as a prelude
to a full-scale mock drill
on earthquake response,
scheduled to take place
on September 10 at Gov-
ernment Degree College
(GDC), Kargil. The mock
drill will further sensitize
stakeholders and reinforce
preparedness for disas-
ter response mechanisms
during seismic events.

Po

Consultative discussion on Ladakh’s elderly

licy held in Leh

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

LEH: A consultative dis-
cussion on State Policy on

! Older Persons of Ladakh

. ) i themed, ‘Working towards
Executive Councillor Ghu- ;
lam Mehdi highlighted the :
benefits of adopting mod- !
ern farming technologies
and emphasized the need:
to continue innovating in
the horticulture sector. He:
underlined how integrat- :
ing new methods could
enhance productivity and: gyra] address by the Guest
better support farmers in: of Honour Commissioner
i Secretary, Social and Tribal

. . i Welfare, UT Ladakh, Pad-
The Kisan Mela Cum Fruit :

Exhibition 2024 not only
celebrated the agricultural

achievements of Ladakhi pegsed  viewpoints

but also promoted further :

development and cooper-i perts and community repre-

ation in the horticulturalg sentatives. These included

i Director, Social and Tribal
i Welfare, UT Ladakh, Tashi
i Dolma; Councillor, Thik-

Para-Veterinarians from Kargil flagged off

: NOTICE

Whereas, Tsering Dorjey S/o0 Phunchok Wangchok
R/o Khaltse, Leh has claimed that his name has been
wrongly recorded as Tsering Dorjay instead of the cor-
rect name which is Tsering Dorjey and also his father
name has been wrongly recorded as Punchok Angchok
instead of the correct name which is Phunchok Wang-
chok in his Ladakh Resident Certificate duly issued by
Tehsil Office, Khaltse Leh-Ladakh. Now, | am applying
for the correction in my Ladakh Resident Certificate.
Objection, if any may be conveyed to Tehsil Office, Khal-
tse within 07 days from the date of publication.

an Age Friendly Ladakh’
was held at HelpAge In-
dia, Shey on September 3.
Chairman/CEC, LAHDC,
Leh, Tashi Gyalson presid-
ed as the chief guest.

The consultative discus-
sion began with an inau-

ma Angmo.
The panel discussion wit-

from
concerned stakeholders, ex-

sey, Stanzin Chosfail and

Former Chief Secretary,
J&K, Chewang Phuntsog
(IAS). The panel high-
lighted the need for a
state policy for the older
persons of Ladakh. It in-
cluded discussion points
like reimagining elder-
care, working towards an
age-friendly Ladakh, and
what kind of facilities the
elderly in Ladakh need.

The draft formulation dis-
cussion included field-lev-
el  experiences, com-
munity  representatives’
suggestions, and data and
research insights on el-
derly issues by HOD, De-
partment of Social Work,
Ladakh University, and
Dr Jigmat Deachen. Addi-
tionally, Director MIMC,
Leh, Venerable Bhikkhu
Sanghasena and Presi-
dent, PAGIR, Tsewang
Dorjey presented their in-

puts on the catalytic role
of local civil societies in
eldercare.

CEC Tashi Gyalson in his
address highlighted the
importance and need for

a policy for the elderly of :
Ladakh and thanked the :

panelists for their valu-
able inputs in drafting a

much-needed state pol- i "
Reach Ladakh Correspondent

icy for the elderly. Fur-
ther, he assured the full
support of LAHDC, Leh,
and underscored the up-
coming schemes by the
Council towards provid-
ing for the elderly. Ad-
ditionally, he suggested
that all the stakeholders
can work collaboratively
to provide for the elderly
so that there is maximum

efficiency which will help

in providing the best facil-
ities to the elderly.

Hence, notice is hereby served through press to file objection if any in this
regard report St. Peters School Chuchot Yokma Leh -Ladakh office within 7
days from the date of issue of this notice.

Whereas the Father of the candidate has produced an
Affidavit duly attested by Notary Public Leh to this Office
for making necessary correction in the school record.

NOTICE

I, Jamyang Tashi S/o Ishey Lundup R/o0 Matho,Leh, Ladakh do hereby notify
that | have lost my driving license bearing no. LA0O2 20240000580 and | am
applying for duplicate driving license. Objection if any may be conveyed to
i| Assistant Regional Transport Officer (ARTO) Leh, Ladakh within 10 days from
i|the date of publication.

International Year of Came-
lids celebrated in Nubra

During the felicitation ceremony for double-humped
camel farmers in Diskit.
Reach Ladakh Correspondent

NUBRA: In celebration
of the International Year
of Camelids 2024, a fe-
licitation ceremony for
double-humped camel
farmers was organized in

i Diskit on September 9 by
: JCAR-National Bureau of

Animal Genetic Resourc-
es (NBAGR), Karnal, in

i collaboration with the De-

partment of Animal Hus-
bandry, Leh.

The event’s theme was
“Heroes of Deserts and
Highlands:  Nourishing
People and Culture.”

Prominent attendees in-
cluded Deputy Director
General of ICAR-Animal
Science, Dr. Raghven-

idra Bhatta; Director of

NBAGR Karnal, Dr. B.P.
Mishra; Director of Ani-

imal Husbandry and Fish-
ieries, Dr. Mohd Ismail;

Colonel S.S. Bhardwaj
from DIHAR; Chief An-
imal Husbandry Officer
Leh, Dr. Mohd Ibrahim;
Technical Officer, Dr. Ts-
ewang Dorje; Block Vet-
erinary Officer Nubra,
Dr. Zadon; along with

officials from the Animal
Husbandry = Department,
SDM Office, and camel
herders from Nubra.

During the event, more
than 50 double-humped
camel owners were felici-
tated by Dr. Bhatta, DDG
Animal Science. He high-
lighted the need to explore
new avenues for camels
beyond tourism, suggest-
ing that camel products
from the region could
qualify for Geographical
Indication (GI) status, en-
hancing their market val-
ue.

Dr. B.P. Mishra, Director
of NBAGR, congratulated
all the camel owners and
shared that NBAGR has
been working in the Lada-
kh region for the past 15
years, documenting valu-
able genetic resources of
animals from the high-al-
titude areas. The guests
also addressed concerns
regarding inbreeding of
the double-humped cam-
els, with plans to intro-
duce superior germplasm
to mitigate this issue.

Indian Army and FICCI to
host HIM Tech symposium
2024 in Leh

LEH: The Indian Army,
in collaboration with
the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FICCI), will
be organizing the HIM
Tech Symposium 2024 at
Rinchen Auditorium and
Grounds in Leh on Sep-
tember 20-21, 2024.

The symposium will fo-
cus on technological

i advancements and inno-
¢ vations for defence and

military applications,
particularly in high-alti-
tude areas. Over 75 Indi-
an defence manufacturers
have already registered
to participate, with more
expected as registrations
continue. These compa-
nies will showcase their
latest products, accompa-
nied by technical experts

i and marketing teams to
i highlight the unique fea-

tures of their innovations.

i This year’s theme, “Har-

: NOTICE :

Whereas Stanzin Angchuk F/o Tsering Paldan R/o Tha-
ruk (Tangtse-Durbuk), Leh, UT Ladakh has claimed that
his name has been wrongly entered as Stanzin Angc-
huck instead of correct name Stanzin Angchuk in his
: son Tsering Paldan’s school record of St. Peters School
- Chuchot Yokma Leh-Ladakh.

nessing Defence Tech-
nology for High Altitude
Areas,” is highly relevant
to Ladakh’s challenging
terrain. Areas like the Sia-
chen Glacier and the Kar-
gil and Dras sectors pres-
ent extreme challenges to
troops, with low oxygen
levels, freezing tempera-
tures, and disrupted road
connectivity, especially

i in winter. The symposium
i will

feature equipment
designed to address these

i challenges, enhancing op-
i erational effectiveness in

such difficult conditions.

Senior military and civil-
ian dignitaries are expect-
ed to attend the event. Ac-
cording to Army sources,
the symposium will be
open to the general public
of Ladakh from 2 PM on
September 21, 2024. Col-
lege and school students,

i academic institutions, civ-

il society members, entre-
preneurs, and community
members are encouraged
to attend and witness the
exhibition.

A key highlight of the
HIM Tech Symposium
will be the technology
showcases. Demonstra-
tions of cutting-edge
technologies and military
solutions, including cy-
bersecurity, artificial in-
telligence, and unmanned
systems, are expected to
draw significant attention.
Various stalls and pavil-
ions featuring the latest
equipment from defence
and technology compa-
nies will offer visitors a
once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ence.

In addition, expert dis-
cussions and panel ses-
sions are scheduled,
where leading figures in
defence technology, mili-
tary strategy, and industry
will share their insights.
These sessions will of-
fer hands-on experiences
and in-depth knowledge
about specific technolo-
gies and their applications
in defence, providing an
invaluable opportunity for
networking and building
business relationships.

Hosting this event in Leh
is also expected to pro-
vide a boost to the local
economy and tourism.
While offering exposure
to the defence industry for
the people of Ladakh, the
symposium will also posi-
tion Ladakh as a potential
business destination for
the defence sector. Expec-
tations are high for HIM
Tech Symposium 2024,
both for its impact on de-
fence innovation and its
contributions to the local
community.
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Donation for the Reconstruction of Chowkhang Vihara, Leh

Scan the QR code to donate.

After payment, WhatsApp a screenshot with your name
address, and contact number to 9596843716.

e g AD A )y OPHIT
,\*:,Lhzuﬂf o

e | 210t - ANEN For inquiries, contact
Thok Thok Complex 8Hivey  LIF» Mr. Neema Tashi at the same number.
Near Petrol Pump

Leh, UT Ladakh
194101

Contact us: 9419826658 / 9622982719 / 6005246978

Email id: rinchanladags@gmail.com ..'.l.'ll..'...............l




