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Preserving Culture, Reviving Heritage: Himalayan Buddhist Cultural Association calls
for Bhoti inclusion and Kailash Route reopening

Stanzin Dasal

LEH: The Himalayan Buddhist
Cultural Association (HBCA), Leh,
has reiterated its long-standing de-
mands for the inclusion of the Bho-
ti language in the 8th Schedule of
the Indian Constitution and the re-
opening of the Kailash—-Mansarovar
route via Ladakh.

HBCA President, Tsering Norbu,
stated that these two issues remain
the Association’s primary focus, and
a delegation recently met Lieutenant
Governor Kavinder Gupta to present
a memorandum on the matter. “He
has assured us that the demands will
be examined, and we are hopeful of
a positive outcome,” Norbu said.

Reopening the Kailash—-Mansaro-
var Route via Ladakh

Explaining the historical and practi-
cal significance of the Ladakh route,
Tsewang Dorjay, Director of HBCA
Leh, said, “In ancient times, pilgrims
from India used to travel to Kailash—
Mansarovar across the Himalayas
through several routes—via Lada-
kh, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Sikkim, and Arunachal Pradesh. For
the people of Ladakh—Buddhists as
well as earlier followers of the Bon
tradition—the traditional route to
Kailash—-Mansarovar was through
Chushul and Demchok. It has al-
ways been the safest and most con-
venient route, with no treacherous
treks along the 535 km stretch from
Leh to Kailash.”

He added that the route was closed
after the 1962 India—China conflict
and has remained inaccessible since
then.

Dorjay emphasised that with im-
proved air and surface connectivity
to Leh, the Ladakh route is now the
shortest, safest, and most cost-effec-
tive option for pilgrims. Once the
Zojila and Rohtang tunnels are com-
pleted, Ladakh will have round-the-
year road access to the Indian plains.
He also noted the ongoing construc-
tion of the Bilaspur—Leh railway
line, which will further strengthen
connectivity.

Currently, Indian pilgrims undertake
the yatra via two alternative routes:

1. Uttarakhand

(Lipulekh Pass — 5,335 m)

— includes over 200 km of difficult
trekking and remains vulnerable to
floods and landslides.

2. Sikkim

(Nathula Pass — 4,000 m)

— motorable but involves a long
1,559 km drive and a mandatory 35
km parikrama trek.

Both routes cost upwards of 1.8
lakh per pilgrim and require 19-22
days.

In contrast, the proposed alternative
route via Ladakh involves only 535
km of motorable distance, with the
same 35 km parikrama trek. For
most pilgrims, the entire journey
would take around 11 days, includ-
ing acclimatisation.

Opening the Ladakh route, HBCA
argues, will:

¢ allow more Indians to afford the
pilgrimage,

« significantly reduce travel time and
costs,

* boost regional economies in Lada-
kh, Himachal Pradesh, and J&K,

+ and enable local residents to per-
form the yatra more easily.

The memorandum highlights that
discussions on reopening the La-
dakh route had earlier featured in
two India—China summit meetings
during the Atal Bihari Vajpayee—led
NDA government, when both coun-
tries were reportedly close to an
agreement. HBCA urged the LG to
revive the matter for future bilateral
talks.

Religious and Cultural Signifi-
cance

Mount Kailash (Kang Rinpoche)
and Lake Mansarovar (Tsom
Mapam) hold immense spiritual
importance for Hindus, Buddhists,
Jains, and followers of Bon. Kailash
is revered as the abode of Lord Shiva
and is considered “the Navel of the
Universe” in Buddhism. Four major
rivers—Indus, Sutlej, Brahmaputra,
and Karnali—originate from its vi-
cinity, adding to its sanctity.

Bhoti Language: A case for 8th
schedule recognition

HBCA reiterated the significance of
the Bhoti language, spoken across
the  Himalayas—from  Ladakh
and Himachal Pradesh to Sikkim,
Arunachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
West Bengal, and parts of Baltistan.
Bhoti, written in the Tibetan script,
traces its origin to the ancient Indian
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Sharada script. Scholars like Thon-
mi Sambhota studied in India to de-
velop the script in the 9th century,
linking it deeply to Indian linguistic
heritage.

Bhoti already enjoys recognition in
several Indian states and is taught in
many educational institutions. Nu-
merous publications and broadcast
programmes are produced in the
language, and study centres operate
in universities across the country.

HBCA stressed that inclusion of
Bhoti in the 8th Schedule would:

* Place the language under the pro-
tection and development mandate of
the Government of India;

* Encourage literature, scholarship,
and preservation of ancient texts—
including those that survived only
through Tibetan translations af-
ter the destruction of Nalanda and

Vikramasila;

+ Strengthen cultural identity and
integration of Himalayan commu-
nities.

HBCA noted that the reopening of
the Ladakh route was previously
discussed during India—China bilat-
eral talks under the Vajpayee gov-
ernment, and the two countries had
nearly reached an agreement. The
Association urged the current gov-
ernment to revive the issue in up-
coming dialogues.

The organisation expressed strong
faith in the Union Government’s
ability to take forward-looking deci-
sions in national interest. “A favour-
able decision on these long-pending
demands will be welcomed not only
by the people of Ladakh but by the
entire nation,” HBCA stated.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurates
125 Border infrastructure projects

41 projects in Ladakh among the 125 inaugurated, ensur-
ing improved mobility, tourism, and military logistics

Ladakh gets enhanced Helicopter

connectivity
LG inaugurates revised B-3 services for remote areas
and winter emergencies

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

LEH: Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh dedicated 125
strategically significant Border
Roads Organisation (BRO)
infrastructure  projects—the
highest number ever inaugu-

rated simultaneously—from
Ladakh on December 7.

Spread across Ladakh, Jam-
mu & Kashmir, and seven
states—Arunachal  Pradesh,
Sikkim, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Rajasthan, West
Bengal, and Mizoram—the
projects comprise 28 roads,
93 bridges, and four miscel-
laneous works, completed at
an approximate cost of 35,000
crore, the highest-value inau-
guration in BRO’s history.

The upgraded infrastructure is
expected to substantially im-
prove last-mile connectivity
to remote villages and forward
military locations, helping
integrate these regions more
closely with the national main-
stream.

In his address, the Defence
Minister described the proj-
ects as a testament to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-led
Government’s  commitment
to strengthening border infra-
structure under the vision of
Viksit Bharat. The event was
held on the Durbuk—Shayok—
Daulat Beg Oldie (DBO) Road
at the Shayok Tunnel, one of
the key projects inaugurated.
The 920-metre Cut-and-Cov-
er tunnel, built in some of the
world’s toughest terrain, will
provide all-weather, reliable
access to a strategic region
prone to heavy snowfall, av-
alanches, and extreme tem-
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peratures. Singh said the tun-
nel will significantly enhance
security, mobility, and rapid
deployment capability during
harsh winters.

The Minister also virtually
inaugurated the Galwan War
Memorial in Ladakh, honour-
ing the bravery and sacrifice
of India’s Armed Forces per-
sonnel.

Rajnath  Singh  underlined
the Government’s resolve to
develop border regions, de-
scribing connectivity infra-
structure as vital for security,
economic growth, and disaster
management. “Robust infra-
structure ensures military mo-
bility, smooth transportation
of logistics, increased tourism
and employment opportuni-
ties, and, most importantly,
strengthens faith in develop-
ment, democracy, and the gov-
ernment,” he said.

He noted that India is strength-
ening its borders at unprece-
dented speed through roads,
tunnels, smart fencing, inte-
grated command centres, and
surveillance systems—proof
that “connectivity is a back-
bone of security, and not a

separate entity.” Commending
the BRO for completing com-
plex projects with speed, effi-
ciency, and indigenous solu-
tions, he said the organisation
has become synonymous with
“communication” and ‘“con-
nectivity.” Singh emphasised
the need to further strengthen
ties between border regions
and the national mainstream
so that “the relationship is not
influenced by any external
factors.”

Director ~ General Border
Roads (DGBR) Lt Gen Raghu
Srinivasan expressed gratitude
for the Defence Minister’s
leadership and the Govern-
ment’s progressive policies
and enhanced support, which
have expanded BRO’s oper-
ational capabilities. He not-
ed that the BRO has become
the agency of choice for key
central  ministries—includ-
ing Home Affairs, External
Affairs, and Road Transport
& Highways—for executing
infrastructure in the country’s
most challenging and strategic
terrains. He acknowledged the
dedication and professional-
ism of BRO personnel as the

...continues on page 2

Photo Caption: Lieutenant Governor Kavinder Gupta inaugurating the newly revised and

expanded B-3 Helicopter Services in Ladakh.
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LEH: Ladakh marked a significant mile-
stone on December 12 as Lieutenant Gover-
nor Kavinder Gupta inaugurated the newly
revised and expanded B-3 Helicopter Ser-
vices, aimed at enhancing regional connec-
tivity, promoting tourism, and strengthening
emergency support for residents of remote
areas.

Recognising Ladakh’s vast geographical
expanse, rugged terrain, and challenging
weather conditions, the Lieutenant Gover-
nor said that improved air connectivity is
not merely a convenience but a necessity
for the region’s people. The revised scheme
features subsidised fares and expanded
routes, including Leh—Kargil, Leh—Padum,
Leh—Lingshad, Leh-Dibling, Leh—Nyerak,
Leh-Diskit, and Leh—Turtuk, ensuring fast-
er, safer, and more affordable travel for both
residents and tourists.

Addressing the gathering, the Lieutenant
Governor emphasised that the helicopter
services will serve as a lifeline during med-
ical emergencies, particularly in the win-
ter months when several road links remain
closed due to heavy snowfall. The services
will facilitate timely evacuation of patients,

i swift transportation of essential supplies,
i and improved access to administrative ser-
i vices for far-flung villages.

Highlighting the vision of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the Lieutenant Governor
stated that the Government is committed to
accelerating development in border regions
through enhanced connectivity, robust in-
frastructure, and expanded opportunities for
youth and local communities. He noted that
the upgraded helicopter services are expect-
ed to significantly boost Ladakh’s tourism
potential by enabling easier access to re-
mote destinations renowned for their natural
beauty and cultural heritage.

The Lieutenant Governor expressed appre-
ciation to the Civil Aviation authorities, the
district administration, and all stakeholders
involved in operationalising the initiative.
He added that strengthened aviation connec-
tivity would contribute to economic growth,
generate employment, and ensure better in-
tegration of remote habitations with district
headquarters.

With the launch of these services, Ladakh
takes another important step towards im-
proved accessibility, enhanced tourism, and
a stronger emergency response system.

Chief Secretary Dr. Pawan Kotwal also
highlighted the increasing demand from res-
idents—particularly from the Zanskar and
Singge-Lalok regions—for dependable

...continues on page 2
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurates 125 Border infrastructure projects

organisation’s core strength.

Ladakh Lieutenant Governor Kavinder Gupta praised
the nationwide inauguration of 125 major projects, in-
cluding 41 in Ladakh, calling it a historic milestone for
the region. He thanked the Prime Minister and Defence
Minister for prioritising Ladakh’s rapid and balanced
development.

Highlighting major achievements, the LG acknowl-
edged the Cut-and-Cover Tunnel on the Durbuk—Shy-
ok—DBO Road, the world’s highest multi-span Saser
Brangsa Bridge, the Nimoo—Padum—Darcha Road—
Ladakh’s third and shortest route—and the operation-
alisation of the high-altitude Mudh—Nyoma Airfield, a
strategic asset. He added that improved routes such as
Mahe—Chushul and Mahe—Debring have boosted tour-
ism to Pangong, Chushul, and Tso Moriri, promoting
adventure and eco-tourism.

Calling Ladakh a symbol of India’s spirit and beauty,

Gupta urged citizens to visit the region at least once
to experience its natural grandeur, cultural purity, and
evolving border heritage made more accessible through
BRO’s world-class roads.

The LG also praised the courage displayed during Op-
eration Sindoor, reaffirming India’s resolve to protect
its sovereignty. He expressed deep appreciation for the
DGBR and BRO workforce for their nation-first com-
mitment.

On Operation Sindoor, the Defence Minister said, “Our
Armed Forces launched the operation in response to
the horrific terrorist attack in Pahalgam. Everybody
knows what befell those terrorists.

‘We could have done much more, but our forces, demon-
strating both courage and patience, did only what was
necessary. Such a massive operation was possible due
to strong connectivity. Logistics were delivered to the
Armed Forces in a timely manner, making the oper-
ation a historic success.” He lauded the coordination

between the Armed Forces, civil administration, and i

border residents, calling it “our identity” and what : ) ) ) )
i helicopter services during winter months, when surface
i connectivity is severely disrupted. He informed that
The event was attended by Rajasthan Governor C >
Haribhau Kisanrao Bagde; Mizoram Governor Gener- | copter services have been made available and can be
al (Dr) Vijay Kumar Singh; Ladakh Lt Gov Kavinder

Gupta; J&K Lt Gov Manoj Sinha; J&K Chief Minister : ) o
¢ Those present at the event included Commissioner/Sec-

! retary, Civil Aviation, Dr. L. Franklin; Administrative

makes India unique.

Omar Abdullah; Mizoram Chief Minister Lalduhoma;
Union Ministers Dr Jitendra Singh and Kiren Rijiju;

Chief of the Army Staff General Upendra Dwivedi; FD.
Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh; senior mili- i Leh, Romil Singh Donk; SSP Leh, Shree Raam R; of-
i ficials from Pawan Hans and the civil aviation sector,
i along with senior officers of the UT

In the last two years, 356 BRO infrastructure proj- ; Administration.

ects have been dedicated to the nation, marking a new :

tary leaders, officials, and BRO personnel.

benchmark in strategic infrastructure development.

Recognising BRO’s critical role, the Government in-
creased its budget from 26,500 crore to 37,146 crore in i

the Union Budget 2025-26.

Ladakh gets enhanced
Helicopter connectivity

to address emergency and medical requirements, heli-

availed through an online booking system.

Secretary, PDD, Rudra Goud; Deputy Commissioner

10 MVA power transform-
ers dedicated to public at
Chuchot Substation

L-G launches 2-day Cooperative Fair, pledges stronger support for self-reliant Ladakh

(.
| |

Photo Caption: Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh, Kavinder Gupta at the 2-day Cooperative Trade Fair 2025 in Leh.
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LEH: Lieutenant Governor of
Ladakh, Kavinder Gupta, inau-
gurated the 2-day Cooperative
Trade Fair 2025, organised by
the Department of Coopera-
tive, UT Ladakh, on December
11. The event showcased the
achievements of Ladakh’s co-
operative sector while opening
new avenues for future growth.

Addressing the gathering, the
Lt Governor highlighted that
the fair not only displays the
accomplishments of the coop-
erative sector but also guides
new directions and opportuni-
ties for development. He un-
derlined the indispensable role
of cooperatives in Ladakh’s
geographically challenging

landscape, where Consumer,
Marketing, and Agricultural
Societies ensure the supply of
essential commodities, agricul-
tural inputs such as fertilizers
and vermi-compost, as well
as vegetables and fruits during
harsh winters. These societies
also provide fair market access
for local produce. He noted
that such efforts exemplify the
robustness of Ladakh’s coop-
erative movement, which has
become the backbone of the
region’s rural economy.

Referring to the United Na-
tions’ declaration of 2025 as
the International Year of Co-
operatives, the Lt Governor ex-
pressed pride in Ladakh’s en-

thusiastic participation through
initiatives such as the inaugu-
ration of a cafeteria-cum-show-
room, awareness workshops
in Hanley and Khaltse, distri-
bution of milking machines
to dairy farmers, school-level
programmes, organic manure
drives, mass plantation ac-
tivities, and fruit processing
demonstrations—each contrib-
uting to community empower-
ment and self-reliance.

Citing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision, he reiterated the
mantra “Sahakar Se Samrid-
dhi,” which energises the coop-
erative movement by fostering
economic partnership, social
unity, collective strength, and

sustainable development. He de-
scribed the exhibition as a strong
symbol of this national resolve.

Looking ahead, the Lt Governor
stressed the need to modernise
cooperatives through digital plat-
forms, branding, value addition,
packaging, and quality improve-
ment. He encouraged youth and
women entrepreneurs to lead in-
novation and help Ladakh emerge
as a model cooperative region.

In his concluding remarks, he
reaffirmed the UT Administra-
tion’s commitment to policy
support, financial assistance,
quality enhancement, and insti-
tutional strengthening to build a
self-reliant and sustainable coop-

erative network in Ladakh. He
expressed confidence that the
fair would reinforce community
unity, partnership, and prosper-
ity in the spirit of cooperation.

Later, Kavinder Gupta felici-
tated top-performing coopera-
tives with excellence awards,
including Gulbahar Milk and
Dairy Cooperative Society Min-
jee, Fruits Growers Cooperative
Marketing and Processing So-
ciety Kargil, Tibetan Refugee
Service Co-operative Society
Ltd Choglamsar, and Ladakh
Transport Cooperative Society.
He also visited various stalls
displaying products and food
items from cooperatives across
Ladakh.

Chief Secretary Dr. Pawan Kot-
wal emphasised the importance
of cooperatives in both devel-
oped and developing nations,
highlighting their role in im-
proving livelihoods, fostering
social bonds, and promoting
interdependence. He acknowl-
edged significant growth in the
dairy and pashmina sectors in
Ladakh in recent years.

Administrative Secretary Bhu-
pesh Chaudhary noted that La-
dakh has 273 registered coop-
eratives across various sectors,
providing economic support
and livelihood opportunities to
women self-help groups and
entrepreneurs—truly reflecting
the spirit of “Sahkar se Adhikari
tak.”

Additional Registrar Cooper-
ative, Syed Sajad Qadri, also
briefed the gathering on depart-
mental initiatives, noting the
global significance of 2025 as
the International Year of Coop-
eratives.

LG Kavinder Gupta visits Puga Geothermal and Pang Solar Projects

Reaffirms vision of carbon-neutral Ladakh, assures livelihoods of Changthang nomads will not be affected
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Photo Caption: The Lieutenant Governor interacting with residents at Samad Rokchan/Tsokar.
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LEH: Liecutenant Governor
of Ladakh, Kavinder Gupta,
visited the Changthang region
on December 12 to review the
progress of two flagship clean
energy projects—the 1 MW
Geothermal Power Project at
Puga, being implemented by
ONGC, and the proposed 11
GW Solar Power Project at
Pang, being implemented by
the Solar Energy Corporation
of India (SECI). Both proj-
ects are central to the vision
of transforming Ladakh into
a carbon-neutral region and
a national hub for renewable
energy, in line with the vision
of the Prime Minister of India,
Narendra Modi.

At the Puga hot springs, the
site of the ongoing geothermal
project, the Lieutenant Gover-
nor was informed that drilling
up to 450 metres has been com-
pleted, with an additional 600
metres of drilling scheduled
over the coming months. Two
thermal wells are currently
under construction to harness
geothermal energy. Officials

further informed him that, con-
trary to initial estimates, the
project is now expected to gen-
erate approximately 4 MW of
power instead of the original-
ly planned 1 MW. The power
generated will be integrated
into the grid and supplied for
domestic consumption to near-
by villages, making it the first
geothermal power project of its
kind in the country.

Chief Secretary Dr. Pawan
Kotwal briefed the Lieutenant
Governor on the medicinal
properties of the hot springs
at Chumathang and Puga and
informed him that the Admin-
istration plans to develop hot
and cold bath facilities at these
sites to promote wellness tour-
ism while improving amenities
for local residents and visitors.

At Pang, the Lieutenant Gover-
nor inspected the ongoing work
at the proposed 11 GW solar
power project site and reviewed
the 500 kWp Solar Demonstra-
tion Project. He was informed
that the demonstration plant,

constructed at a cost of Rs 4.93
crore, was completed within
three months to demonstrate
to local residents—particular-
ly nomadic communities—that
cattle can safely graze within
and around the solar plant area
without any adverse impact.

Officials explained that the so-
lar photovoltaic panels have
been installed with a ground
clearance of 1,200 mm, allow-
ing sufficient space for grass
growth and grazing beneath the
structures. The piling design
has been strengthened to sup-
port the elevated structures and
configured to ensure there is no
risk of injury to livestock.

The Chief Secretary further in-
formed that two scientists and
research scholars from the Uni-
versity of Ladakh have been en-
gaged to study the impact of so-
lar panel installations on grass
growth and the local ecosystem,
ensuring the project remains en-
vironmentally compatible with
Changthang’s pastoral liveli-
hoods. Project engineers from

Sunnergy Systems and LREDA
briefed the Lieutenant Governor
that all inverters and components
of the demonstration project have
been rigorously tested to with-
stand Ladakh’s extreme climatic
conditions, ranging from high
summer irradiance to sub-zero
winter temperatures. The proj-
ect was commissioned in the last
week of October, and electricity
is already being supplied to local
residents.

During the visit, the Lieutenant
Governor also interacted with a
delegation at Tsokar led by Nam-
bardar Samad Rokchan, who
raised concerns regarding unre-
liable mobile connectivity, the
need for a dedicated Medical Of-
ficer at the local Health and Well-
ness Centre, and the allocation of
a designated area for commercial
establishments to support liveli-
hood opportunities.

Describing the Puga geothermal
and Pang solar projects as critical
milestones towards making Lada-
kh carbon-neutral, the Liecutenant
Governor said that Ladakh, with
more than 300 sunny days an-
nually, has immense potential to
emerge as the solar energy hub of
the country. He emphasised that
the 11 GW solar project will gen-
erate substantial revenue through
power sales to other states while
creating significant employment
opportunities for local youth and
communities. He assured resi-
dents and nomadic herders that
traditional livelihoods and graz-
ing rights would be protected,
citing the demonstration project
as proof that cattle can move and
graze freely beneath and around
solar installations. He added that
these projects would ensure re-
liable 24x7 power supply to re-
mote areas.

Highlighting the importance of
Changthang pashmina in the local

economy, the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor underlined that pashmi-
na-based livelihoods—especial-
ly for Changthang communities
and their self-help groups—
are central to the region’s so-
cio-economic fabric. He assured

that all efforts would be made to : I:
promote Changthang pashmi-
na at national and international

platforms.
The Chief Secretary also briefed

the Lieutenant Governor on the :
transmission

Hemya—Nyoma
line and its expected role in
providing reliable and uninter-
rupted power to the region. He

further informed him about the :
construction of fully insulated :

homes for nomadic families
under the Changthang Devel-
opment Package, under which
huts costing Rs 15 lakh each

are being provided. A total of i

30 such clusters are planned
across Changthang to improve
living conditions and resilience
against extreme winters.

The Lieutenant Governor reiter-
ated that the UT Administration,
in close coordination with the

Government of India, remains

fully committed to harnessing i dents across all Govern-

Ladakh’s solar and geothermal
potential for clean energy while
safeguarding the environment,
preserving traditional liveli-

development for the people of
Changthang and Ladakh.

Among those present during
the Lieutenant Governor’s visit
were Chief Secretary Dr. Pawan
Kotwal, Administrative Secre-
tary, PDD, Rudra Goud, Deputy
Commissioner Leh Romil Singh

SDM Nyoma Kacho Asgar Ali
Khan, and senior officials from
the Power Development De-

partment and other government : conducted

departments.

Photo Caption: 10 MVA power transformer installed to
augment the capacity of the Chuchot Substation.
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LEH: The Administra-
tive Secretary, Power and
NRE Department, UT
Ladakh, Rudra Goud PT
(IAS), dedicated a newly
installed and commis-
sioned 10 MVA power
transformer to the public
on December 8.

Chief Engineer, PDD La-
dakh, Tsewang Paljor;
Superintending Engineer
PDD, Tundup Spalzang;
Executive Engineer STD
Leh, Rinchen Wangmo;
along with officers from
the Power Development
Department and execut-
ing agencies, were present
at the event.

The project, executed by
the Sub-Transmission
Division Leh of PDD La-
dakh and approved under
the SDP Budget 2024-25
of UT Ladakh, was com-
pleted at a total cost of
%2.86 crore. The installa-

tion work was carried out
by M/s SF Enterprises.

The 10 MVA power trans-
former has been installed
to augment the capacity of
the Chuchot Substation,
enabling it to meet the ris-
ing power demand in ar-
eas from Spituk to Palam
Chuchot and Choglam-
sar through newly added
feeders.

The Chuchot Substation
also supplies power to the
newly constructed KBR
Airport New Terminal
Building through a dedi-
cated 6.3 MVA transform-
er commissioned in Octo-
ber 2025.

The addition of the new
10 MVA transformer has
significantly reduced load
stress on the Leh Bom-
bgarh Substation, espe-
cially during the winter
months.

lonal ol1- ¢ students
hoods, and ensuring inclusive :

i Mathematics,
Donk, SSP Leh Shree Raam R,

UT Ladakh evaluates 11,000
students in first-of-its-kind
independent assessment

Photo Caption: Students taking assessment drive conducted
by school education department.
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LEH: The School Edu-

i cation Department con-
i ducted an Independent

Assessment on December
11 to evaluate the overall
academic progress and
learning outcomes of stu-

ment Schools in Ladakh.

The assessment covered
from Classes
1 to 7 and Class 9 (ex-
cluding Class 8) in both
Leh and Kargil districts.
Approximately 11,000

i students across the UT

appeared for the test,
which evaluated their pro-
ficiency in key subjects
including English, Urdu,
Science,
and Social Sciences. The
examination followed a
Multiple-Choice Question
(MCQ) format and was
simultaneous-
ly across all educational

blocks.

For the first time, the UT
Administration intro-
duced OMR-based an-
swer sheets, with question
papers designed in ac-
cordance with prescribed
learning outcomes. To en-
sure the smooth and fair
conduct of the examina-
tion, Centre Superinten-
dents, Duty Magistrates,
and Invigilators were
deployed to all designat-
ed centres. Nearly all ex-
amination centres were
equipped with CCTV
cameras, strengthening
monitoring and ensuring
transparency throughout
the process.

The Independent Assess-
ment aims not only to
measure students’ con-
ceptual understanding but
also to reflect the effec-
tiveness of teaching prac-
tices across government
schools in Ladakh.
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Ladakh Umlingla Challenge 2026 an-
nounced — Registrations open from 16
December

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

LEH: The Ladakh Umlin-
gla Challenge 2026 — the
world’s  highest-altitude
ultra marathon — has been
officially announced and is
scheduled to take place on
10 July 2026. The event
aims to strengthen border
tourism, highlight Ladakh’s
breathtaking  landscapes,
and offer runners a once-
in-a-lifetime experience at
nearly 19,000 feet (5,900
m).

Registrations open on 16
December 2025: https://
ladakhumlinglachallenge.
sarmang.com/

Organised by the Sarmang
Society and Sarmang Ad-
venture Tours, the race will
be hosted at Umling La
Pass, one of India’s most
remarkable strategic and
engineering  accomplish-
ments under BRO’s Proj-
ect Himank. The pass has
gained global attention for
its extreme altitude and
proximity to India’s for-
ward areas, standing as a
symbol of national pride
and high-altitude endur-
ance.

The Ladakh  Umling-
la Challenge serves as a
unique platform  show-
casing the region’s signif-
icance in India’s border
tourism narrative. The race
route passes through re-
mote Ladakhi villages, the
vast Changthang plateau,
and the rugged terrain that
characterises India’s fron-
tier landscape.

Race Director and Secre-

tary of Sarmang Society,
Anil Mohan, stated:
“Umling La is a gift to
India and the world.
Through this event, our
goal is to bring Ladakh's
border villages, its cul-
ture, its harsh yet stunning
beauty, and its unmatched
altitude challenges to the
global running commu-
nity. Every participant
becomes an ambassador
of Ladakh's frontier tour-
ism.”

The event promotes re-
sponsible and sustainable
tourism, encouraging
athletes and adventure
seekers to explore Lada-
kh beyond its commercial
hotspots.

With race categories of
70K, 50K, 42K, 21K, and
10K, the Ladakh Umlin-
gla Challenge offers par-
ticipants the rare oppor-
tunity to run in oxygen
levels nearly 50% lower
than at sea level. The thin
air, towering mountains,
and silent valleys create
an immersive, unmatched
experience.

Participants will traverse
some of Ladakh’s most

striking  landscapes
vast high-altitude deserts,
distant snow-covered
peaks, remote settlements,
and unique wildlife habi-
tats.

The event is also expected

to benefit local communi-
ties, including homestay

owners, guides, transport :
and :

operators, artisans,
cultural groups, there-
by supporting the local
economy while respecting
Ladakh’s fragile environ-
ment.

Ladakh has steadily estab-
lished itself as a premier
destination for adventure
tourism. The Ladakh Um-
lingla Challenge further

elevates this reputation, :
making the region a glob- :

al hotspot for ultra run-

ners, mountaineers, and :
explorers seeking to push

their physical and mental
boundaries.

The 2026 edition is ex-
pected to attract partici-
pants from across India
and around the world,
placing Umling La among
the world’s most iconic
high-altitude racing desti-
nations.

Ladakh Police holds 2-day conference on
Implementing DGsP/IGsP Recommendations

2025

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

LEH: A 2-day State/
UT-level conference on the
Dissemination and Imple-
mentation of DGsP/IGsP
Conference Recommen-
dations 2025, organised by
Ladakh Police, was held at
the CIBS Auditorium Hall
in Choglamsar on Decem-
ber 10-11.

Lieutenant Governor of
Ladakh, Kavinder Gup-
ta, stressed that emerging
“white-collar” terror mod-
ules pose a significant and
evolving security chal-
lenge. He highlighted the
need for enhanced intel-
ligence gathering, finan-
cial trail tracking, cyber
vigilance, and seamless
inter-agency coordination
to counter such threats.
He further emphasised
the rapid deployment of
modern investigative tools
and advanced training to
ensure the police force re-
mains capable of address-
ing unconventional and
technology-enabled chal-
lenges.

The Lt Governor pointed
out that Ladakh’s unique
realities—its strategic
location, harsh climate,
limited connectivity, and
evolving security land-
scape—require a  shift
from conventional polic-
ing to technology-driven,
intelligence-led, and com-
munity-centred proactive
policing.

Calling the conference a
vital platform for strength-
ening Ladakh’s security
architecture, he reiterated
the urgent need for mod-
ern investigative tools,
structured training, and
data-driven decision-mak-
ing to counter emerging
threats effectively.

The Lt Governor also ex-
pressed concern over ris-

» B
.

ing radicalisation trends
and urged the police to
intensify community en-
gagement, awareness
campaigns, educational
outreach, and early-inter-
vention mechanisms to
safeguard youth and pre-
serve Ladakh’s social har-
mony.

Outlining a roadmap for
a  “Surakshit Ladakh”
aligned with the national
vision of Viksit Bharat,
he stated that the region’s
security framework must
rest on strong intelligence
systems, cyber vigilance,

modern infrastructure,
Al-supported monitoring,
geospatial  intelligence,

advanced communication
networks, and robust com-
munity partnerships. He
underscored the need for
continuous skill upgrada-
tion through structured
training, field exercises,
and digital learning plat-
forms like iGOT to keep
Ladakh Police resilient
and adaptable.

Recognising Ladakh Po-
lice’s crucial role in tour-
ism management, public
order, and border security,
he stressed the importance
of ensuring tourist safety
and maintaining vigilant
border policing for the
UT’s security and eco-
nomic stability.

Describing the conference
discussions as “action-ori-
ented and outcome-fo-
cused,” the Lt Governor
urged officers to frame
clear, measurable, and im-
plementable recommen-
dations. Reaffirming full
support from the Union
Territory Administration,
he expressed confidence
that Ladakh Police will
evolve into a modern, ac-
countable, and citizen-cen-
tric force and emerge as a
national model.

DGP Ladakh, Dr. S.D.
Singh Jamwal, briefed
attendees on the All In-
dia DGsP/IGsP Confer-
ence 2025 held in Bhu-
baneswar, where the Prime
Minister directed States
and UTs to disseminate
and implement key rec-
ommendations to enhance
policing efficiency. He

said the recommendations

relevant to Ladakh—cov- | €551y accessibility fea-

ering disaster manage-
ment, crime control, cy-
bercrime,

policing technologies and
new criminal laws—were
deliberated upon during
the conference.

Principal PTC Stongsar,
Altaf Shah, presented a
detailed summary high-
lighting key areas such as
iGOT Karmayogi training,
NATGRID, CCTINS 2.0,

coordination with UT-:
DRF for disaster manage- :

ment, modern anti-riot and

crowd-control techniques, :
narco-investigation tools, :

tourist safety through the
Jullay Tourist app, and
the integration of Al and
OSINT in strengthening
policing in Ladakh.

DIG Leh-Kargil Range,
Vikas Kumar, briefed the
Lt Governor on the con-
ference objectives, while
Staff Officer to the DGP,

Farhan Jahanzeb Naqash, :
of :

delivered the vote

thanks.

The event was attended :
by IG NWF ITBP Akun i

Sabharwal, Principal Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge
Leh Spalzes Angmo, se-
nior police officers, judi-
cial officers, and resource
persons.

with disabilities

Photo Caption: Administrative Secretary, Social & Tribal
Welfare Department, Shashanka Ala at assessment camp to
help Persons with Disabilities (PwDs).

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

LEH: To mark the Inter-
national Day of Persons
with  Disabilities, the
District Social Welfare
Office, Leh, organised an
assessment camp—cum-—
pre-event activity aimed

at helping Persons with
Disabilities (PwDs) ac-
cess meaningful place-
ment and livelihood op-
portunities across various
sectors.

The initiative was con-
ducted in  collabora-
tion with the All Lada-
kh Guesthouse & Hotel
Association (ALGHA),
Rural Self Employment
Training Institute (RSE-
TI) Leh, and other partner
organisations in Ladakh.

The event was graced by
Administrative Secretary,
Social & Tribal Welfare
Department, Shashanka
Ala, accompanied by the
Director, Social & Trib-
al Welfare Department,
Kunzes Angmo; District
Social Welfare Officer,
Mohd Safdar Bhat; and
representatives from civil
society organisations, in-
cluding PAGIR and Mun-
sel Society. Their partic-

focus on empowerment,
accessibility, and social
inclusion for PwDs across
the UT.

The camp served as a
vital ~ platform  where
participants received as-
sessments,  counselling,
and guidance on future
opportunities.  Officials
and representatives from
the hospitality industry,
skill development insti-
tutes, and self-employ-
ment agencies interacted
directly with PwDs to
understand their interests
and help identify suitable
job roles, training pro-
grammes, and avenues for
small business develop-
ment.

ipation highlighted
administration’s

the
strong

Secretary Ala also spent
time engaging with chil-

: Assessment camp held in Leh to boost livelihood opportunities for persons

dren and young partici-
pants, listening to their
needs and aspirations.
She spoke to parents and
caregivers about ensuring
proper training, learning
facilities, and a supportive
environment that enables
children with disabilities
to grow confidently and
independently.

She further reaffirmed
the government’s com-
mitment to creating more
inclusive workplaces in
Ladakh, strengthening
coordination with NGOs
and community groups,
and building long-term
support systems that en-
sure the wellbeing and
empowerment of persons
with disabilities across the
region.

Ladakh unveils new Bhoti language textbooks for early education

Photo Caption: Officials launching the new Bhoti lan-
guage textbooks.

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

LEH: In a major step
toward preserving and
promoting Ladakh’s
linguistic heritage, new
Bhoti language text-
books for Balvatika 1,
2, 3 and Grades 1 and 2

were officially launched
on December 5. The
ceremony took place
at the Purple Studio of
the District Institute of
Education and Training
(DIET), Leh.

The event was graced by
Chief Guest Bhanu Prabha
(IAS), Administrative Sec-
retary, School Education,
UT Ladakh, and Guest
of Honour Tashi Dolma
(JKAS), Director, School
Education, UT Ladakh.
The launch was attended
by eminent Bhoti language
scholars, educators, and
DIET faculty members.

The release marks a sig-
nificant milestone in im-
plementing the National
Education Policy (NEP)
2020 in Ladakh, which
emphasizes mother-

tongue-based foundation-
al learning. The newly
developed textbooks aim
to provide young learners
with a strong foundation in
Bhoti language and script
through age-appropriate,
culturally rooted content.
The scholarly team behind
the creation of these text-
books was led by Maryul
Stanzin Nurbo, the prin-
cipal designer. Their ded-
icated efforts, along with
the support of DIET Leh
faculty, were widely ap-
preciated at the event.

Addressing the gathering,

Chief Guest Bhanu Prabha
expressed strong support
for the initiative and praised
the quality of work accom-
plished so far. She urged
the team to extend textbook
development up to Class 12
and to set a clear timeline to
achieve this goal.

The event reaffirmed the UT
Ladakh School Education
Department’s commitment
to strengthening linguistic
identity, enriching class-
room learning, and advanc-
ing a robust multilingual
education system across the
region.

i newly

Chief Secretary Dr. Pawan Kotwal inspects Govt extends electric vehicle

key development projects in Leh

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

LEH: Chief Secretary of
Ladakh, Dr. Pawan Kot-
wal, conducted a series
of visits to major devel-
opment sites in Leh on
December 8 to review the
progress of ongoing infra-

¢ structure projects.

The Chief Secretary be-

gan his inspection at the
constructed UT
Secretariat Building, Leh,
where he reviewed the
progress of works and di-
rected the executing agen-
cy to expedite the remain-
ing tasks while ensuring
adherence to high-quality
standards. He also in-
structed the agency to
make the entire building
fully  disabled-friendly
by incorporating all nec-

tures.

Dr. Kotwal was accom-
panied by Commission-
er Secretary, Finance &
Planning Department, Dr.
Laltinkhuma  Franklin;
Secretary,  Information
Technology, Shashanka
Ala; Deputy Commis-
sioner Leh, Romil Singh
Donk; engineers from
CPWD; and other con-
cerned officials.

He later inspected the
newly constructed Youth
Hostel, reviewing the
building layout and vari-
ous rooms. He instructed
the Executive Engineer,
R&B Leh, to complete the
pending works at the ear-
liest. During this visit, he
was joined by Secretary,
Youth Services & Sports,
Moses Kunzang; Dep-
uty Commissioner Leh,

Romil Singh Donk; Chief :
Engineer, R&B, Abdul Mu-
talib; the Superintending
Engineer, Leh; Executive :
Engineer, R&B Leh, Mohd
Ali Khan; District Youth
Services & Sports Officer, |

Leh; and other officials.
Subsequently, the

dakh Pollution

the Deputy Commissioner.

He was accompanied by
Commissioner : |4
Leh, Romil Singh Donk;
Chief Engineer, R&B, Ab- i

dul Mutalib; the Superin- %Photo Caption: Administrative Secretary, Transport Depart-

tive Engineer, R&B Leh gment, UT Ladakh, Bhupesh Choudhary.

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

Deputy

tending Engineer; Execu-

Mohd Ali Khan; and other

Chief :

Secretary visited the La- i
Control
Committee (LPCC) office,
where he inspected labora-
tory facilities and interact- :
ed with officials regarding |
operational procedures. He
also reviewed the function-
ing of the Air Quality Index
(AQI) monitoring system
and instructed officials to
install AQI display boards
at suitable locations across i
Leh in consultation with i

subsidy scheme to accelerate
electric mobility in Ladakh

concerned officers during

the visit.

tourist safety, :
law and order, advanced :

Government School Stok upgraded to
‘Ladakh Model School’

ey

s ¥y | | 7

Photo caption: Students of Government School Stok during the upgradation

ceremony.
Reach Ladakh Correspondent

STOK: In a major step to-
ward strengthening local
education,  Government
School Stok was officially
upgraded to Ladakh Mod-
el School Stok on Decem-
ber 4. The transformation
marks an important mile-
stone aimed at raising ac-
ademic standards through
improved  infrastructure
and modern learning fa-
cilities for students in the
region.

The inauguration ceremo-
ny was graced by Secre-
tary, School Education,
Bhanu Prabha (IAS) and
Director, School Ed-
ucation, Tashi Dolma
(JKAS), who jointly led
the initiative. Both offi-

i cials expressed a strong
i commitment to enhancing

the quality of government
education, highlighting the
administration’s  dedica-
tion to providing equita-
ble access to high-quality
learning environments.

The event also showcased
strong community partici-
pation. Distinguished local
figures, including National
Awardee Sonam Gyalt-
son, the Nambardar, and
the President of Phanday
Tsokspa Stok, attended the
ceremony along with oth-
er community representa-
tives. Their active involve-
ment reflected the close
collaboration between the
Education Department and
the local community—an
effort expected to drive
meaningful reforms ben-
efiting students, teachers,

and families.

Speaking at the event, of-
ficials stressed the wvital
role of community en-
gagement in improving
educational outcomes.
They encouraged parents

and local leaders to remain :
actively involved as the !
school adopts the Model :

School framework, which
will include enhanced
technology access, teach-
er training, co-curricular
development, and a more
student-centered approach
to learning.

The

ment extended gratitude :

to all contributors and re-
affirmed its vision to uplift
government schools across
Ladakh through
initiatives.

.- %The

Education Depart-

similar :

{LEH: Administrative
iSecretary, Transport De-
ipartment, UT Ladakh,

iBhupesh Choudhary, IAS,
:announced the extension
iof the Early Bird Incentive
‘under the Ladakh Electric
{Vehicle and Allied Infra-
istructure Policy, 2022.

Early Bird Incen-
itive—which provides a
isubsidy on the purchase of
ielectric vehicles—has now
ibeen extended up to 31st
iMarch 2027 to further pro-
imote EV adoption across
i Ladakh.

{Choudhary reiterated the
i government’s commitment
ito sustainable mobility,
istating that Ladakh aims
ito make electric vehicles
more affordable for the
public, transport operators,
and government establish-
ments. The incentive will
remain valid for nearly
one and a half years from
ithe date of notification and
:offers up to 20% subsidy
on the ex-showroom price
iof EVs, depending on the
vehicle category and pre-
scribed caps.

As per the policy, the Early
Bird Incentive covers 116
electric vehicles across
imultiple segments:

e 35 electric two-wheelers
i 10 e-rickshaws/e-carts

ie 10 electric three-wheel-
iers

ie 40 electric cars

ie 11 electric buses

¢ 10 electric LCVs/Maxi
Cabs

These represent the max-
imum number of vehicles
eligible under the early
adoption category.

The Secretary also detailed
the subsidy limits for each
segment:

e 330,000 for
two-wheelers

¢ 260,000 for e-rickshaws/
e-carts

¢ %1,00,000 for electric
three-wheelers

* %5,00,000 for electric
cars

* %1,00,00,000 for electric
buses

¢ %6,00,000 for electric
LCVs/Maxi Cabs

electric

In addition to the Early
Bird Incentive, the EV
Policy offers a 10% subsi-
dy during the main policy
period. Choudhary noted
that these incentives sig-
nificantly reduce purchase
costs—for instance, an
electric car priced at %5
lakh may effectively cost
around 34 lakh after the
Early Bird subsidy.

He urged the residents of
Ladakh to take advantage
of the extended incentive
period, adopt electric mo-
bility, and contribute to
protecting Ladakh’s frag-
ile ecosystem while mov-
ing toward a cleaner and
more sustainable transport
future.
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People’s Voice:

Residents of Tia and Temisgam Highlight JJM
Failures

Stanzin Dasal

Ensuring access to clean drinking water for every household under the Jal Jeevan Mission remains a major challenge in many villages of Ladakh. Ground reporting from Tia and Temisgam villages in the Sham region reveals wide-

spread dissatisfaction with the scheme.

In several areas, pipelines were laid long ago, yet no water flows through them. Elsewhere, extremely high water pressure has caused frequent damage, raising concerns among residents. The use of substandard pipes and tap
fittings has made water flow difficult to control, and the absence of a proper drainage system has created additional problems.

Winter brings further complications. Despite guidelines requiring pipelines to be buried at least four feet below ground to prevent freezing, many lines have been laid on the surface, resulting in complete freezing during harsh

temperatures.

Here's what the villagers have to say.

Tashi Namgyal, Resident of Tia
Village: It is disheartening to see
| that the government has spent such
a huge amount on implementing
the Jal Jeevan Mission, yet people
here are not receiving even a frac-
tion of its intended benefits.

The pipelines were laid merely to show that the work was
completed, without any proper topographical or geograph-
ical study of the area and without consulting the people
who actually live here. As a result, most of the pipelines
remain dry, and there is no water supply at all.

In several locations, the use of substandard pipes has led
to frequent bursts due to high water pressure, creating un-
necessary chaos for residents. One of the most distressing
incidents was the damage caused to the walls of Sogra
Lhakhang—a temple deeply valued by the community. The
walls cracked due to water leakage, and we were forced to
rebuild them. Such losses could have been avoided with
proper planning and quality work.

Tashi Tundup, Former Council-
| lor, Temisgam Constituency: Our
L village has a reliable and abundant
water source, and scarcity has nev-
er been an issue here. However, the
Jal Jeevan Mission has become one
of the biggest concerns for the com-

munity due to its poor and unsatisfactory implementation. In some
areas, water does reach the taps, but because of low-quality fittings
and taps, leakages and breakages happen frequently.

Under JJM, there is no proper system for maintenance, nor are line-
men provided with the necessary materials to address routine issues.
Whenever we raise these concerns with the department, the response
is always the same—there is no budget for maintenance. This clearly
shows that the execution of the scheme has been far from proper,
leading to chaos, complaints and frustration among villagers.

Moreover, during the implementation of JJM, many of the old PHE
pipelines were damaged, creating additional problems. In summer,
people somehow manage by collecting water from streams, springs
or available tap water. But winter is extremely challenging due to
freezing temperatures. If JJM had been executed properly, it could
have solved the winter water crisis once and for all.

Unfortunately, there is no accountability. The contractors completed
their work and left, and the villagers are now left to deal with the
consequences.

Sonam Angdus, Resident of Tia Village: In
summer, we do get some water, but as soon
| as winter approaches, the water in the pipe-
| lines stops completely. The taps and fittings
used are of such poor quality that they break
| frequently. We are very unhappy with the
way the work has been carried out. If the in-
tention is truly to benefit the people, then the

concerned authorities must ensure proper execution. Otherwise,
it is better not to implement anything than to cause damage and
give people false hope.

We keep hearing that huge amounts of money have been spent
on this scheme, but what is the point when the citizens are not
receiving any benefit? We don’t even know whom to approach
for help. When we go to the department, they tell us to speak to
the contractors; the contractors direct us to the lineman or the
JE. We are left confused about who is actually responsible. This
lack of accountability has made the situation even more frustrat-
ing for the villagers.

1 Dadul, Resident of Tingmosgang: In
some parts of the village, pipelines con-
nected to a borewell are functioning
well, unlike in other areas. But this bore-
well system covers barely 5 percent of
the project, and while that small portion
i is successful, the remaining 95 percent is
a complete failure. We are not receiving
what the government intended to provide, despite crores of ru-
pees being spent under the Jal Jeevan Mission.

In Tingmosgang, a few households have access to the borewell,
and since it works smoothly, officials often visit only this area
during inspections. However, this does not reflect the true sit-
uation. The majority of villagers is facing serious issues and is
unhappy with the scheme. The ground reality is far from what
is being shown.
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Minorities Rights Day is observed every year status.
on December 18 in India to highlight the im-

Minorities Rights
Day

tive efforts of the government, civil society,
and citizens are crucial in upholding the values

portance of safeguarding the rights of minority ~ The observance aligns with the United of justice and equity.

communities. The day reinforces the nation’s Nations’ adoption of the Declaration on the

commitment to building an inclusive society Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ensuring that minority communities feel repre-

where people from diverse cultural, linguistic, ~ Ethnic, Religious, and Linguistic Minori- sented, respected, and included strengthens

and religious backgrounds live with equality, ties on December 18, 1992. This declaration the foundations of India’s democracy. The day

dignity, and mutual respect. emphasized the protection of cultural identity,  stands as a testament to the country’s plural-
language, and traditions of minority groups istic ethos and its dedication to nurturing a

India, home to a rich tapestry of cultures and worldwide. India began commemorating this society where diversity is celebrated and equal

faiths—including Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, day to reaffirm its commitment to these global  rights are guaranteed.

Buddhists, Jains, and Parsis—celebrates its principles.
diversity through its democratic and constitu-

By working together, India can further its vi-

tional framework. Despite this diversity, mi- Minorities Rights Day offers an opportunity to  sion of harmonious coexistence and inclusive
nority communities often face challenges such  reflect on the progress made and the challeng-  development for all.

as discrimination, social exclusion, and limited es that remain. There is a continued need to

access to opportunities. Minorities Rights bridge gaps in education, employment, and so- Courtesy: India Today
Day serves as a reminder of the constitutional  cial inclusion while fostering an environment

protections that ensure their welfare and equal  rooted in respect and equality. The collabora-

DIDYOUKNOW -

Courtesy: www.savit.in

Mount Everest isn’t the tallest mountain on Earth. Mauna Kea and Mauna that the maximum power a horse can produce is 18,000W, around 24 horse-
Loa in Hawaii, the twin volcanoes, are taller than Mount Everest as 4.2km of power.
their height is submerged underwater. The twin volcanoes measure a stagger-

ing 10.2km in total, compared to Everest’s paltry 8.8km.

Your signature could reveal personality traits. A study in 2016 purports
that among men, a larger signature correlates with higher social bravado and,

Wind turbines kill between 10,000 and 100,000 birds each year in the UK. among women, a bigger signature correlates with narcissistic traits.

Interestingly, painting one of the blades of a wind turbine black can reduce

bird deaths by 70 per cent.

Your nails grow faster in hot summer. This is probably due to increased
blood supply to the fingertips. It could also be because you’re less stressed

Snails have teeth. Between 1,000 and 12,000 teeth, to be precise. They aren’t ~ while on holiday so less likely to gnaw away at ‘em.

like ours, though, so don’t be thinking about snails with ridiculous toothy

grins. You’ll find the snail’s tiny ‘teeth’ all over its file-like tongue.

Sound can be minus decibels. The quietest place on Earth is Microsoft’s

The Bermuda Triangle is no more hazardous than any other busy ocean
route. The mystery of this patch of sea gained legendary status in the 20th
century, but the number of incidents in the Bermuda Triangle isn’t significant-

anechoic chamber in Redmond, WA, USA, at -20.6 decibels. These anechoic ly higher than in any other part of the ocean.
chambers are built out of heavy concrete and brick and are mounted on springs

to stop vibrations from getting in through the floor.

Courtesy: BBC Science Focus

A horse normally has more than one horsepower. A study in 1993 showed

SoulSpeak

Dr. P.P. Wangchuk
Be grateful, and be happy

To be grateful is to be happy, and the secret of happiness lies in being
grateful. There is hardly any other
act that can help you more to have a
good and a purposeful life.

The biggest thing about being grate-
ful is that you are ‘wired’ with peo-
ple, and, in the process, you get to
find how you see the world. We
are social animals, and but for our
society, our friends and relatives,
we would be reduced to a ‘nothing
thing’. In other words, when we are
wired and are one with society, we
get to do meaningful and purpose-
ful activities that benefit everybody

around us.

Gratefulness lets you understand that happiness is a ‘product’ that
comes from within, and not from any outer source. Once you are grate-
ful, you get a beautiful chance to know yourself, your inner being that
makes you feel your real worth.

Gratefulness also teaches you to be sensitive and humble, and never to
be haughty. When you say ‘Thank You’ to someone for any reason, it
comes out of your inner-self, and is a reflection of your genuine self of
being what you really are.

It also teaches you to appreciate the good things of life like familiar
faces, quiet evenings and sunny and bright mornings. And that gives
you hope and a sense of being one with the rest of the world. You en-
joy things around, and you are ready to appreciate and talk in positive
terms. That, in turn, keeps you happy and hopeful.

Therefore, it is important that we consciously and effortfully learn to
manage the art of gratitude practice. Those who are serious about life
and its purpose make it a point that they never fail to exercise the acts
of gratitude. It gives them a kind of vibe that makes them capable of
appreciating the little things of life which, in turn, gets them big divi-
dends.

And, lastly, saying ‘thank you’ is more than good mannerism. It is an
act of appreciation and comes from your good soul. It keeps the giver
and the receiver equally pleased. As someone has said, gratitude is the
finest blossom that springs from within.

The punchline: Gratitude is the best attitude, and it places you on the
right track.

Courtesy.: WongWorld

The writer is a New Delhi-based Editor-at-large, columnist and pro-
fessional speaker.
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In Conversation with

Chhunzin Angmo, First visually impaired Woman to Scale Mount Everest

Q. Congratulations on becoming the first visually impaired
woman to scale Mount Everest. Could you begin by telling us
about your background and early life?

Jullay, and thank you to Reach Ladakh for giving me this op-
portunity to share my journey. I am from the Kinnaur district
of Himachal Pradesh. I lost my eyesight at the age of 8 due to a
reaction to medication. Later, I moved to Ladakh and completed
my schooling at Mahabodhi Residential School. That opportuni-
ty truly gave me a second life, as it allowed me to continue my
education.

I went on to complete my graduation and post-graduation from
Miranda House, Delhi University. Currently, I am working with
the Union Bank of India.

I have always been passionate about sports and adventure ac-
tivities. I won a gold medal in swimming at the state level and
participated in a national-level judo championship. I have also
won two bronze medals in national-level marathon events, par-
ticipated three times in the Delhi Marathon, as well as in the
Pink Marathon and the Delhi Vedanta Marathon. In addition, I
play football at the zonal and national levels, and I also engage
in cricket, cycling, mountaineering, hiking, trekking, and other
adventure sports.

Q. Being visually impaired, how did it shape your childhood,
and what inspired you to keep going?

I come from a remote village with very little awareness about
disability, and no one imagined that a visually impaired child
could study. Losing my eyesight at 8 felt like the end of every-
thing, but I was blessed with parents who supported and treated
me just like my siblings. They never showed their worries and
always encouraged me.

Joining Mahabodhi School in Leh changed my life. It gave me
the opportunity to study and grow. I am grateful to Ven. Bhikkhu
Sanghasena, my teachers, and friends who constantly motivated
me, guided me, and helped me participate in different activities.
Although I initially lacked confidence and felt different from
other students, their continuous encouragement helped me over-
come my hesitation.

The confident person I am today is because of the support of my
parents, Ven. Bhikkhu Sanghasena, teachers, and friends.

Q. What first drew you to mountaineering and when did the
idea of climbing Mount Everest come to you?

Interviewed by Stanzin Dasal

MESSAGE TO THE READERS

My blindness is not my weakness—it is my
strength. | want to tell all specially-abled
people to focus not on their disabilities,
but on their abilities. Once we overcome
challenges and work on our strengths,
nothing can stop us from achieving our

dreams. »

During school, I read about Erik Weihenmayer, the first blind
person to summit Mount Everest. I didn’t yet know much about
mountaineering, but I was curious whether I could try it. Later,
when I moved to Delhi for higher studies, I got a chance to enroll
in a basic mountaineering course for both disabled and non-dis-
abled individuals at Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Mountaineer-
ing and Allied Sports (Manali, Himachal Pradesh). I was selected
and among 30 trainees, I received the “Best Training” award.

That experience made me realize mountaineering isn’t just about
physical strength; it also builds mental resilience. On researching,
I found that no visually impaired woman in India had yet climbed
Everest. Previously, my plan was to prepare for the UPSC exam
but I saw a unique gap in mountaineering for disabled people. That
difference appealed to me, and I decided to pursue the challenge.

I knew it would be tough, and when I shared my dream many peo-
ple doubted me saying if sighted climbers struggled, how would a
visually impaired person succeed? Their reactions only strength-
ened my resolve. I was determined to prove that disability doesn’t
define one’s limits.

Q. Tell us about the Everest journey what was going through
your mind?

Before attempting Everest, I pushed my limits through various ex-
peditions. I cycled from Manali to Khardung La in 2018, complet-
ed a Nilgiris cycling expedition across three states in six days in
2019, and rode from Manali to Kalpa through Spiti and Kinnaur in
2023. I also climbed Mt. Kang Yatse II (6,250 m) in Ladakh and
was part of a Divyang team that scaled an unnamed 6,000-metre
peak. In 2021, I became the only woman with disabilities to be part
of the team that scaled the Siachen Glacier under Operation Blue
Freedom, setting a new world record.

For Everest, the biggest challenge was financial support, and I am
deeply grateful to Union Bank of India for believing in me and
sponsoring my expedition. When I reached the base, I saw other
climbers who had prepared for years training in gyms, hiring per-
sonal coaches but I arrived with just a dream and determination.
When people asked about my preparation, my honest answer was,
“I just came.”

One of the toughest parts was crossing the ladders. For sighted
climbers, it’s possible to stand and walk across, but for me, I had
to crawl. When I asked my guide if it was safe, he simply said,
“Do what feels comfortable.” I trusted his instructions, sensed his
movements, and followed.

...continues on page 6

Fortnight Highlights

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh virtually inaugurat-
ed the Hanulungpa Bridge one among the 125 infra-
structure projects on the Khaltse Batalik road near
Hydropower House Hanu on December7. Construct-
ed under Project Vijayak by 16 BRTF, 81 RCC, BRO
, the Hanulungpa Bridge is a 35-metre steel super-
structure.

A public outreach camp was organised today at Skampari
2nd Community Hall as part of the “Mimang—Si—sJabstogs
— Administration at Your Doorstep” initiative. As part of the
health-related activities, the Medical Department conducted
BP and sugar check-ups, screened individuals for non-com-
municable diseases, and facilitated the generation of 32
Aadhaar cards for local residents.
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Students of 12th Class from Higher Secondary School

Diskit, visited Government Degree College Nubra for
an exposure tour aimed at giving them first-hand in-
sight into college life and higher education opportu-
nities.

Medical Health checkup for workers of Tsangda
project was conducted under the ‘Swatchhta hi Seva’
campaign at SRMC Choglamsar leh by Block Devel-
opment Office/ RDD Leh.

Smooth and comprehensive Third-Party Assessment
has been successfully conducted across all nine com-
plex heads in the Nubra zone.The exercise, which
spanned all nine complexes, achieved a high student
participation rate, with 90% of total students appear-
ing for the assessment.

The outreach programme “Mimang Si Jabstok” was
conducted at Skalzangling, where representatives
from various departments and agencies briefed the
public about ongoing schemes, services, and initia-
tives.

The 10th Hemis Winter Festival, held under the lead-
ership of HE Drukpa Thuksey Rinpoche at Hemis
monastery from December 12 to 14.This Winter Festi-
val was initiated ten years ago with the blessings and
guidance of HH Gyalwang Drukpa, and it has been
Jjoyfully celebrated every year since its inception. The
program includes ritual prayers, general teachings
for the devotees, activities dedicated to serving the en-
vironment and protecting animals, along with many
other meaningful events.

‘ N ih 0
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Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh, Kavinder Gupta,
inaugurated the Centre of Excellence for Sea Buck-
thorn at Nimoo on December 4, marking a major step
toward scientific cultivation, processing, and struc-
tured value-chain development of Ladakh’s “wonder
berry.”




6| DECEMBER 16-30, 2025

Fortnightly News

In Conversation with

Chhunzin Angmo, First visually impaired Woman to Scale Mount Everest

Reach Ladakh Bulletin

...Continuity of page 5

During the final summit push, exhaustion hit me hard. My body felt like it was shutting down, and I could barely lift my feet. I asked my guide for a break, but he refused because climbers behind us were moving in a single line, all

clipped to the same rope. At that moment, I knew I couldn’t give up after coming so far.

Four things pushed me forward:

1. My long-held dream of climbing Everest I finally had the chance to make it real.
2. The trust of Union Bank of India, who supported me financially.

3. The words of Romil Sir, who told me before the summit, “The real adventure starts now. Finish it calmly.”
4. My parents, friends, and the entire specially-abled community I wanted to prove what we are capable of.

These four thoughts carried me to the top, and I realized that along with physical strength, mental endurance is what truly completes the journey.

Q. How did you feel when you reached the top of Mount Everest?

When I reached the summit, I just sat down and became emotional realizing that I was finally standing on top of Mount Everest, the dream I had carried for so many years. I thanked the mountain for allowing me to climb and fulfill
my dream. I felt immense gratitude for everyone who supported, encouraged, and prayed for me, and I silently wished for a safe descent.

Q. Tell us about your achievements.

I was honoured to receive the Sarvshresth Divyangjan National Award for the Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities from President Droupadi Murmu. I have also been awarded the NAB Madhu Sharma Young Achiever Award,
the International Day of Persons with Disabilities Award from the National Association for the Blind, Delhi, and the Cavinkare Ability Mastery Award.

Q. What misconception about disability do you hope your story dispels?

I don’t expect 100 percent change, but even a small shift matters. People with disabilities face challenges of inclusion every day. When I started mountaineering, many were skeptical and questioned how a visually impaired person
could do it. Today, through my achievements, I hope fewer people will hear those doubts and that society will begin to see ability beyond disability.

Q. Your achievement is historic. What message do you believe it sends about how society perceives disability, courage, and possibility?

I believe everyone has some form of limitation or “disability,” though it may not always be visible. Society should not judge people by their physical abilities but give everyone a chance to prove themselves. Failure is part of the

journey, but discouragement should not be a barrier.

There is nothing in this world that we cannot achieve. With technological advancements and support, anyone can accomplish their goals. The key is to believe in us, encourage us, and provide opportunities, rather than focusing on

our disabilities instead of our abilities.

Q. Now that you’ve stood on the highest point on earth, what are you planning to conquer next?

I aim to conquer the highest peaks on all seven continents, known as the Seven Summits. I have already completed two: Asia’s Mount Everest (8,848 m /29,029 ft) and Europe’s Mount Elbrus (5,642 m / 18,510 ft). Next, I plan to

climb Africa’s Mount Kilimanjaro (5,895 m / 19,341 ft). My goal is to make history as no visually impaired person has completed all seven summits so far.

‘Padega Kargil, Badega Kargil’: District conducts major

LY ]

Photo Caption: Under the initiative “Padega Kargil, Bade-
ga Kargil”, the District Administration Kargil conducting
third-party assessment of school children.

Reach Ladakh Correspondent
KARGIL: Under the ini-

tiative “Padega Kargil,
Badega Kargil”, the Dis-

out Kargil.

held at 81 centres through-

trict Administration Kargil
successfully conducted a
third-party assessment of
school children across the
district on December 11.
The examinations were

The assessment aimed to
evaluate the overall devel-
opment and subject com-
prehension of students. A
total of 91.46 percent of
students—out of 8,169—

student assessment drive

appeared for the examina-
tion, marking a notably
high turnout driven by
enthusiastic student partic-
ipation and strong support
from teachers and parents.
Sensitive examination
materials were dispatched
from the strong rooms in
Kargil and Zanskar, es-
corted by designated sec-
toral magistrates. At the
zonal level, the materials
were further distributed
from SDM offices to the
respective centre superin-
tendents.

Magistrates were deployed
across all zones, with sep-
arate officials assigned
to remote areas such as
Itchoo and Sharchay to en-
sure smooth conduct of the
examination.

The assessments covered
Classes 1 to 9, excluding
Class 8. The exam con-

sisted of Multiple Choice
Questions (MCQs). Stu-
dents from Classes 1 to
4 marked their answers
directly on the question
paper, while those from
Classes 5 to 9 used OMR
sheets. The initiative also
provided students with
valuable firsthand experi-
ence in MCQ- and OMR-
based examinations.

The results of this as-
sessment will be used for
rationalisation and for
implementing the newly
framed, fair, and transpar-
ent teachers’ transfer poli-
cy. The public, especially
the teaching community in
Kargil, has expressed opti-
mism about its implemen-
tation, which was recently
adopted by the Ladakh
Autonomous Hill Devel-
opment Council, Kargil.

Goma Kargil

Photo caption: Encroachment removal drive along the
stretch from the BSNL Office Kargil to Goma Kargil.

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

KARGIL: Under the
direction of the Deputy
Commissioner Kargil, an
encroachment removal
drive was conducted on
December 11 along the
stretch from the BSNL Of-
fice Kargil to Goma Kar-
gil. The initiative aimed to
clear road obstructions to
ensure smooth traffic flow
and enhance public conve-
nience.

The operation was joint-
ly led by the Tehsildar
Kargil, SHO Kargil, AEE
R&B, Naib Tehsildar Kar-
gil, Inspector Traffic, and
officials of the Municipal
Committee Kargil.

During the drive, various
roadside encroachments—
including water tanks, sand

heaps, stones, construc-
tion materials, and other
obstructing items—were
identified and removed on
the spot. The team also
sensitized  shopkeepers,
residents, and construction
workers about maintaining
road discipline and en-
suring that public spaces
remain free from obstruc-
tions.

The Deputy Commission-
er Kargil urged the public
to cooperate in keeping
roadways clear for the
safety and convenience of
all commuters. He further
stated that such drives will
continue and strict action
will be taken against re-
peated violations

Haj Committee Ladakh holds Hajj 2025 feedback
progra

Kargil.

i Reach Ladakh Correspondent

KARGIL: The Haj Committee
Ladakh organised a Hajj Feed-
back Programme for the 2025

i pilgrims at the Conference Hall,
¢ Baroo, Kargil, on December 12,

to review the facilities and ser-
vices provided during this year’s

. i Holy Haj pilgrimage.
Encroachment removal drive conducted from BSNL office to :

i The programme was attended by

Member Haj Committee Ladakh,
Mohd Ali Chandan, and Member
Haj Committee, Zaheer Hussain

i Babar, along with a large gath-

ering of Hajis who recently re-
turned from the pilgrimage.

{ During the interactive session,
i the Hajis expressed deep grati-
i tude to the Government of India

for ensuring smooth arrange-
ments during the pilgrimage.
They extended special thanks to

i Haji Ali Majaz, Chairperson, Haj
i Committee Ladakh, for his dedi-

cated efforts in facilitating seam-
less services for pilgrims from

i the Union Territory.

PA major public demand reiterated

during the session was the con-
struction of a Haj House in Kargil

i and the establishment of a Pass-
i port Seva Kendra, both essential
i for easing travel formalities and

mme in Kargil

documentation for the residents
of the district. Participants also
stressed that the Hajj Inspector
must possess adequate knowl-
edge of Haj rituals and recom-
mended the involvement of reli-
gious scholars or individuals with
prior Hajj experience.

While acknowledging that overall
arrangements including accom-
modation and amenities were sat-
isfactory, the pilgrims suggested
improvements that could further
enhance the experience. They
also thanked Union Minister for
Minority Affairs, Kiren Rijiju,
for ensuring smooth Haj arrange-
ments despite Indo-Pak tensions
last year and for facilitating spe-
cial flights during crucial periods.

The Hajis also recommended in-
creasing the number of doctors
and paramedical staff assigned
to Ladakhi pilgrims to strengthen
medical aid.

A detailed feedback form was
distributed covering key service
areas including, Embarkation
point, Madina accommodation,
Madina—Makkah bus services,
Aziziyah accommodation, Trans-
port facilities between Aziziyah,
Haram and Mina, Mina and Ara-

Photo Caption: During the Hajj Feedback Programme for the 2025 pilgrims at the Conference Hall, Baroo,

fat tent services, Muzdalifah night
stay, Jamarat movement and return
arrangements, SHI services, Mobile
and internet connectivity, and Medi-
cal services across all locations.

Chairperson Haji Ali Majaz thanked
the Hajis for their valuable sugges-
tions and assured them that all feed-
back would be incorporated to im-
prove future arrangements. He noted
that while the Haj Suvidha App was
useful, it required upgrades to better
support users unfamiliar with smart-
phones.

He informed the attendees that the
proposal for constructing a Haj House
in Kargil has already been initiated,
with the land allotment file under pro-
cess and further steps to follow after
approval from LAHDC Kargil.

He further announced that the Pass-
port Seva Kendra for Kargil has been
approved, with the first floor of the
Post Office Kargil identified as its
location. Operations are expected to
begin by May next year.

Haji Ali Majaz also highlighted that
throughout 2025, regular passport
camps were organised in Kargil by
RPO Srinagar, benefitting thousands
of residents.

Workshop in Kargil charts roadmap for sericulture development in Ladakh

Photo Caption: Distribution of certificates to
trainees of the 45-day Intensive Bivoltine Train-
ing-cum-Demonstration Programme.

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

KARGIL: The Central Sericultural Research & Train-
ing Institute (CSR&TTI), Central Silk Board, Ministry
of Textiles, Government of India, Galandar, Pampore,
in collaboration with the University of Ladakh, organ-
ised a consultative workshop on Sericulture Develop-
ment in Ladakh at the Conference Hall, Baroo, Kargil,
on December 9.

The workshop witnessed enthusiastic participation

from around 100 stakeholders, including heads and rep-
resentatives of major line departments of Kargil.

The event was chaired by Mohd. Jaffer Akhoon, Chair-
man/Chief Executive Councillor, LAHDC Kargil, who
lauded the efforts of the Central Silk Board (CSB) for
introducing sericulture in Ladakh. While distributing
certificates to trainees of the 45-day Intensive Bivoltine
Training-cum-Demonstration Programme, he expressed
confidence that sericulture would soon emerge as a sus-
tainable livelihood option for the people of Kargil. He
also extended gratitude to P. Sivakumar, IFS, Member
Secretary, Central Silk Board, and Padmini Singla, IAS,
Joint Secretary (Fibre), Ministry of Textiles, Govern-
ment of India, for advancing the commitments made
during the “Ekta Event” held in Leh in June 2025. He
assured that steps would be taken to create a sericul-
ture wing within an appropriate line department until a
full-fledged sericulture department is established under
LAHDC.

Aga Syeed Mujtaba Mussavi, Executive Councillor (So-
cial Welfare/Agriculture/Animal & Sheep Husbandry/
ICDS), LAHDC Kargil, reaffirmed LAHDC’s commit-

ment to popularizing sericulture in the district and as-
sured full support to CSB for its development initia-
tives.

Addressing the participants, Dr. Sardar Singh, Direc-
tor, CSB—CSR&TI Pampore, highlighted that under
the leadership of P. Sivakumar, IFS, the Central Silk
Board is committed to promoting sericulture in Lada-
kh. He noted that CSB has been conducting training
programmes in Kargil since 2016, and the region is
now well-positioned to adopt sericulture as a viable
income-generating activity. He emphasized that Kar-
gil’s climatic conditions are favourable for silkworm
rearing. The workshop also featured discussions on
the agro-based model of sericulture, seri-tourism po-
tential, and integrated farming systems.

A notable highlight was the participation of trained
farmers who showcased cocoons harvested during
their training. Their enthusiasm to adopt sericulture
commercially reflected the growing acceptance and
potential of this sector. Farmers also appealed for con-
tinued support from CSB and the Government of La-
dakh.

During the session, Gulzar Ahmad Khan, Scientist-D,
CSB, informed that over 6,000 wild mulberry plants
are naturally available in and around Kargil. He an-
nounced CSB’s plan to plant 5,000 additional mul-
berry saplings in farmers’ fields during the upcoming
plantation season to strengthen the region’s mulberry
resource base.

The local coordinator of NRLM clusters assured that
sericulture would soon become a key livelihood activ-
ity under NRLM. Officials from KVK Kargil, faculty
from the University of Ladakh, and representatives of
various line departments also pledged full support for
scaling up sericulture in the region. Executive Coun-
cillors of LAHDC Kargil, senior CSB scientists, entre-
preneurs, NGOs, SHGs, and trained farmers actively
participated in the workshop.

The workshop concluded with a set of recommenda-
tions and a roadmap for commercial-scale expansion
of sericulture in Ladakh, marking a significant step
toward livelihood generation and rural economic de-
velopment in the region.




1| DECEMBER 16-30, 2025

Fortnightly News

Reach Ladakh Bulletin

Human Rights Day: DLSA Leh conducts

outreach programme at Old age home, Shey
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Photo Caption: District Legal Services Authority (DLSA) Leh observing World Human
Rights Day at the Old Age Home in Shey.
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SHEY: The District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA)
Leh observed World Hu-
man Rights Day at the
Old Age Home in Shey on
December 11, under the
chairmanship of the Chair-
man, DLSA Leh. The pro-
gramme was attended by
Advocate Nema Stanzin,
Deputy Chief Legal Aid
Defense Counsel, along
with  elderly residents,
caretakers, staff members,
and PLVs.

The event served as a mean-
ingful gathering aimed at
reaffirming the universal
values of human rights
and promoting awareness
among senior citizens.

Deputy Chief, Legal Aid
Defense Counsel, Nema
Stanzin, highlighted the
deep connection between
human rights and the In-

dian Constitution. He em-
phasised that human rights
form the foundation of a
fair and just society, and
that the Constitution stands
as a testament to the na-
tion’s commitment to pro-
tecting these rights for all
citizens. His address also
offered valuable insights
that led to discussions on
the practical aspects of hu-
man rights and their signifi-
cance in today’s socio-legal
environment.

Awareness programmes at
old age homes play a cru-
cial role in educating senior
citizens and their families
about their rights, as well
as the importance of main-
taining health and overall
well-being. Such initiatives
often include discussions
on hygiene, sanitation, and
the need for regular health
check-ups. They also aim

to strengthen community
bonds and provide emo-
tional support to the elder-

ly.

Aligned with these objec-
tives, the DLSA conducted
a dedicated legal aware-
ness session on senior cit-
izen rights at the Old Age
Home, Shey, to inform res-
idents about the legal pro-
tections and frameworks
available to them.

The DLSA expressed grati-
tude to all stakeholders and
reaffirmed the commitment
of Legal Services Institu-
tions to promoting inclu-
sivity and ensuring equal
access to justice. As a ges-
ture of care and support, re-
freshments were distribut-
ed among all participants.

Government Model Degree College Zanskar cele-
brates World Mountain Day

Photo Caption: Government Model Degree College
(GMDC) Zanskar observed World Mountain Day.
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ZANSKAR: Govern-
ment Model Degree Col-
lege (GMDC) Zanskar
observed World Moun-
tain Day on December
11 in collaboration with
the Department of Tour-
ism, Zanskar—Kargil,
highlighting the impor-
tance of mountains and
the urgent need for their
conservation. The event
was held under the super-
vision of Dr. Amjad Ali
Abassi, Principal, GMDC
Zanskar, who emphasized
the critical role mountains
play in maintaining eco-
logical balance and sus-
taining life on Earth.

The programme featured
a special PowerPoint pre-
sentation by Rasool Lal,
Tourist Officer, Zanskar.
He discussed the signifi-

cance of Zanskar’s moun-
tains, the region’s heavy
dependence on them, and
the unique geological
features of the Zanskar
range. His presentation
underscored the need for
conservation and sustain-
able development in the
region, particularly in
light of challenges posed
by climate change, tour-
ism pressures, and human
activities.

Dr.  Jamphel Sheyan,
Assistant Professor (En-
glish), GMDC Zanskar,
highlighted the urgent
need to protect glaciers
and conserve mountain
ecosystems by adopting
organic products and re-
ducing carbon footprints.

Students and faculty mem-

bers also shared their ideas
and suggestions on promot-
ing conservation and en-
couraging the sustainable
use of mountain resources.

A documentary on the
mountains and glaciers of
the Zanskar region was
screened for the students,
offering valuable insights
into the importance of pre-
serving their natural heri-
tage.

The event aimed to raise
awareness about the signifi-
cance of mountains and the
risks they face, including
climate change, biodiver-
sity loss, ecological imbal-
ance, deforestation, and un-
sustainable development.

Participants appreciated the
college’s efforts to promote
environmental awareness
and conservation, pledging
to contribute to the protec-
tion of the fragile mountain
ecosystem.

On the occasion, Dr.
Vilayat Ali, Assistant Pro-
fessor (History), GMDC
Zanskar, delivered the vote
of thanks, expressing sin-
cere gratitude to all who
contributed to the success
of the event.

LG flags off major infrastructure push in
Zanskar; stresses inclusive development
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Photo Caption: Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh, Kavinder Gupta during a public
meeting in Zanskar.
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ZANSKAR: Lieutenant
Governor of Ladakh,
Kavinder Gupta, reaf-

i firmed the UT Adminis-

tration’s commitment to
inclusive growth, grass-

i roots empowerment, and
{ improved public infra-

structure during a public
meeting in Zanskar on
December 5. He dedi-
cated several key devel-
opment initiatives to the
people, describing them
as milestones that will
strengthen the region’s
foundation for long-term
progress.

i Highlighting the admin-
i istration’s

resolve to
bridge  developmental
gaps, the Lt Governor in-

i augurated four new Com-

munity Halls constructed
under the Special Devel-
opment Package in Lung-
nak Block at a cost of %1
crore. He said the facili-
ties will function as vital
centres for community
activities, educational
programmes, winter tui-
tions, social events, and
public outreach, thereby
enhancing  community

i cohesion and grassroots

engagement.

i The Lt Governor also
i launched the ‘Nayi Chet-

na 4.0’ campaign, a na-
tional initiative aimed
at promoting gender
equality, women’s em-
powerment, and gen-
der-sensitive community
environments. He said
the campaign will play an
important role in address-
ing gender-based dis-
crimination through tar-

i geted training sessions,
i workshops, and commu-

nity involvement.

i Further, Kavinder Gup-

ta unveiled the RGSA
Training Calendar
2025-26, under which
the Ministry of Pancha-
yati Raj has sanctioned
%9.82 crore for Ladakh’s

Annual Action Plan. This
year, 5,883 participants,

including elected rep-
resentatives, Panchayat
Secretaries, frontline

workers, and communi-
ty leaders, will undergo
structured training worth
%1.88 crore. He noted
that the capacity-building
initiatives will strength-

en digital governance,
decentralised planning,
transparency, and ac-

countability in grassroots
institutions, contributing
to Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals.

Recalling Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s
continuous guidance and
support, the Lt Gover-
nor said that the PM has
consistently emphasised
the holistic development
of Ladakh, recognising
the region’s community
strength, natural assets,
and untapped potential.
He added that the newly
inaugurated projects re-
flect the PM’s vision of
making India’s border re-
gions strong, self-reliant,
and equipped with mod-
ern infrastructure.

Applauding the people of
Zanskar for their cooper-
ation and resilience, Ka-
vinder Gupta urged them
to take forward these
initiatives as a collective
movement. He said Lada-
kh’s vision of becoming a
progressive, empowered,
and people-centric region
can be achieved only
through teamwork and
community partnership.

He expressed confidence
that the new infrastruc-
ture and governance ini-
tiatives will create sus-
tainable  opportunities,
promote inclusive devel-
opment, and significantly
improve the quality of
life in Zanskar and Lada-
kh as a whole.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Executive Councillor

LAHDC Kargil, Er Pun- aims to assess the overall

chok Tashi, thanked the
UT Administration for
addressing the longstand-
ing demand for district

pressed hope for the early
establishment of a fully
functional district.

Administrative ~ Secre-
tary, Shashanka Ala,
highlighted key devel-
opment achievements in
Zanskar, including im-

reducing travel time and
ensuring regular elec-
tricity supply. She noted
that strong cooperation
between administration
and locals has accelerat-
ed development, reflected
in the completion of the

NPD road and Karsha :
Block—now ranked top

among national aspira-
tional blocks across 39
indicators covering ag-
riculture, health, educa-
tion, infrastructure, and
social progress. She also
highlighted the construc-
tion of 620 houses under
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yo-
jana in the subdivision.

Councillor Karsha, Stan-
zin Jigmet, and Nominat-

ed Councillor, Namgyal
Phuntsog, also spoke on

the occasion.

The event was attended :
by Executive Councillor :
Er Punchok Tashi; Coun-

cillors Stanzin Jigmet
and Namgyal Phuntsog;
Deputy  Commissioner

Kargil, Rakesh Kumar; :
SDM

Director RDD;
Zanskar; ACD Kargil;
Chief Engineer PHE;
District Sheep Husband-

ry Officer Kargil; Chief i

Medical Officer Kar-
gil; community leaders;
members of Self-Help
Groups (SHGs); and oth-
er officials.
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i third-party
i examinations. The policy
i is expected to enhance ac-

LAHDC Kargil launch-
es ‘Padega Kargil Badega
Kargil’ initiative to improve

school educatio

——

i Photo Caption: During the launching ceremony of ‘Padega

Kargil Badega Kargil’ initiative.

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

i KARGIL: CEC, LAHDC
i Kargil, Dr. Mohd. Jaffer
Akhoon,

launched the
‘Padega Kargil Badega
Kargil’ initiative on De-
cember 9. The programme

development and learn-
ing outcomes of school-
children across the Kargil

i district.
status for Zanskar and ex-

The ceremony began with

opening remarks from
Deputy  Commissioner
: Kargil, Rakesh Kumar,

{ who outlined the objec-

tives and structure of the
initiative. He noted that
a new transfer policy for

 im- ¢ teachers in the Educa-
proved road connectivity

tion Department will be
implemented based on
the results of upcoming
assessment

countability and improve
service delivery in the ed-
ucation sector.

Speaking at the launch,
CEC Dr. Mohd. Jaffer Ak-
hoon described the new
transfer policy as a historic

i step, assuring that the pro-

cess will remain transpar-
ent, fair, and merit-based.
He emphasized that the
initiative will significant-

education, benefiting both
students and teachers. He
also commended the ded-
ication and commitment
of Deputy Commissioner
Rakesh Kumar in uplift-
ing educational standards
in the district.

Dr. Akhoon further ex-
pressed gratitude to all
Councillors of LAHDC
Kargil for their contin-
uous cooperation and
support in finalizing and
advancing the Education
Department’s transfer

policy.

Councillors present at the
event also conveyed their
appreciation to the Depu-
ty Commissioner and the
Education = Department
officials for their efforts
to strengthen the district’s
education system.

The event was attended
by Executive Councillor
Er. Punchok Tashi, Execu-
tive Councillor Aga Syed
Mujtaba, Deputy Com-
missioner Kargil Rakesh
Kumar, Councillors, Prin-
cipal DIET Kargil, Chief
Education Officer Kargil,
Assistant Director Infor-
mation, and other senior
officers.

Public Notice

: AKH
ANGE LEIEEARGIL

It is for the information of general public of the
locality of Durbuk, Leh-Ladakh that Mr. Thenlay
Angchok, S/0 Tundup Nurboo R/o Durbuk, Leh Ladakh
has applied for liquor license LAEL-4 (Retail vend of
foreign liquor in a Bar attached to a Restaurant) under the
name & style “M/s Migla ” at Durbuk, Leh-Ladakh.

Objections, if any may be filed in the office of
Excise & Taxation Officer, Excise Range Leh-Kargil
within a period of sixty days from the publication of this

notice.,

‘ No objections shall be entertained after the expiry of
this notice period.

\ |
Pt
* Inspector

Excise Range Leh-Kargil

No: ETO/LEH/2025-26/-214

Dated: 12 - -2025
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~ Public Notice
|j‘ Is for the information of general public of the
lity of Rumbak Village, Leh that Shri. Tsewang
Namgail R/o Rumbak, Leh
e e for liquor license LAEL-4
(etail vend of foreign liquor in a Bar attached
t0 a Restaurant) at The House of Rumbak,
Rumbak, Leh Ladakh.

Nurbo S/o Lobzang
Ladakh has applied

4

e
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otice.

period.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby notified that Stanzein Ingsal, D/o Sonam Tundup, R/o
Choglamsar Tashi Gatsal, Leh, UT Ladakh, has reported the loss of her
NCC ‘C’ Certificate bearing no. JKSW/09/34721 issued in 2011 by NCC
Directorate Srinagar. She has applied for issuance of a duplicate NCC ‘C’
Certificate. Any person having objection, if any, to the issuance of the
duplicate certificate may submit the same in writing to the NCC Direc-
torate Srinagar within 10 days from the date of publication of this notice.

FLAAKN
H%L LEN E.Mu_.u__

ifan};_nmy be filed in the office
1 Officer, Excise Range Leh-
eriod of sixty days from the

shall be entertained after the

P |

[ 1]

L
{751
e

~ }:?f ﬁ?ﬁ'ﬂlr}]‘

Excise Range Leh-Kargil

i Programme.
¢ Deputy

i by Shifa
i greeted all

i conducive
i is vital for their overall

i ly improve the quality of

rZamba Trust and Royal

Enfield review

winter learn-

ing programme in Kargil
with VECs

Reach Ladakh Correspondent

KARGIL: The rZamba
Trust, in collaboration
with Royal Enfield, held
a review meeting with
Village Education Com-

i mittees (VECs) of various

schools on December 4
to strengthen the Win-
ter Alternative Learning
Additional
Commissioner
Kargil, Imteeaz Kacho,
VEC members, and the
rZamba team led by CEO

i Shifa Saldon attended the
i session.

The programme began
with a welcome address
Saldon, who

participants
and outlined the purpose
of the gathering.

i In his address, ADC Im-
teecaz Kacho lauded the

rZamba team for consis-
tently introducing innova-
tive and impactful initia-

i tives in Kargil’s education
: sector. He noted that com-

munities are increasingly
forming Village Education
Committees with strong

i support from rZamba, in-

spired by its pioneering in-
terventions. Stressing that
children are the nation’s

i future, he said that guiding
i them in the right direction
i ensures the holistic de-

velopment of the country.
He added that nurturing
children in a homely and
environment

growth, and that creative
activities motivate stu-
dents to attend school

i regularly, contributing to

improved early childhood
education.
further

Kacho empha-

i sized the importance of
i socio-emotional learning,

stating that education must
focus on the holistic de-
velopment of children, not

i merely on academic out-

put. In a rapidly changing

world, he said, it is crucial

to impart education that
aligns with traditional val-
ues, culture, and ethics.

During the programme,
Shifa Saldon presented
a detailed overview of
rZamba’s Winter Alterna-
tive Learning Programme,
currently implemented in
20 remote areas of UT La-
dakh. She expressed sin-
cere gratitude to teachers,
students, VEC members,
and the wider community
for their continued sup-
port, which she credited
as central to the success of
the initiative.

She outlined rZamba’s
vision of empowering
every child in UT Lada-
kh through equitable and
quality education, and
its mission to empower
youth, strengthen commu-
nities to take ownership of
government school devel-
opment, and build strong
strategic partnerships.

Saldon also highlight-
ed the unique challenges
faced by students in re-
mote areas, including long
winter breaks that disrupt
learning, the need to trav-
el to towns for academic
support, and financial con-
straints that hinder access
to tuition outside their vil-
lages.

To address these issues,
rZamba launched the Win-
ter Alternative Learning
Programme to ensure ac-
ademic continuity during
harsh winter months. She
urged VECs to support the
programme through regu-
lar coordination, local-lev-
el planning, and enhanced
community involvement.
She also sought continued
support from the District
Administration to priori-
tise child education in re-
mote regions.

The meeting concluded
with active feedback and
constructive suggestions
from VEC members, who
reaffirmed their commit-
ment to strengthening the
Winter Alternative Learn-
ing Programme for the
benefit of children across
remote villages.
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THAILAND FAMILY

GROUP TOUR 2026

98,000 PER PERSON (BASED ON 07 PAYING PARTICIPANTS)

}HIGHLIGHTS

RETURN FLIGHTS (DELHI - BANGKOK
- KRABI -> PHUKET -> DELHI)

.8 NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION WITH
DAILY BREAKFAST

- PRIVATE AIRPORT TRANSFERS
- BANGKOK: TEMPLE TOUR, SAFARI

WORLD & MARINE PARK WITH
INDIAN LUNCH

o,

OVERLAND ESCAPE

Head Office: Skara Yokma, Leh Ladakh

v
“Ilq":

« PATTAYA: CORAL ISLAND TOUR +
ALCAZAR SHOW

- TRAVEL INSURANCE

. KRABI: 7 ISLAND TOUR BY
SPEEDBOAT WITH THAI DINNER

. PHUKET: CITY TOUR + PHI PHI &
KHAI ISLAND TOUR WITH LUNCH

* SNORKELING | ISLAND HOPPING |
CULTURAL SHOWS | FAMILY FUN!
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. GST & TCS INCLUDED

BANGKOK - PATTAYA - KR/
16-24 JANUARY 2026 | 9 DA

}o |

Dream Family Vacation Today!

Whats app - 9958394400
Hotlines : +91 9858394400

Email: info@overlandescape.com
Website: www.overlandescape.com

Overland Escape - Adventure with Care for Nature
Head Office: Skara Yokma, Leh Ladakh, India
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06 JANUARY TO 15 JANUARY 2026

<1,30,000 per person i
_ IMCLUDES INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT TICKETS (EJ{-BEL “ﬁ’ii

What(/app/votasalo/ 9958394400
Hotlines : +91 9858394400

e

PACKAGE INCL

@® International Flight Tic ':'
® Vietnam Visa Fees e

® Travel Insurance

® English-Speaking Tour Guu:{e, e
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A
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@ Private Air-Conditioned ‘ |
@ Transportation S SeaRi
@® Accommodation with Breakfa st __f-

@ Boat Trips & Sightseeing ‘

1 ® All Entrance Fees
. @ Meals as per Itinerary

® Two-Way Airport Transfers * ;

. @ Complimentary Water & Tissues A
® GST & TCS Included '

Perfect for families seeking
culture, comfort & adventure!

Email: info@overlandescape.com
Website: www.overlandescape.com




